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Mr... Cxorrox's Plea for Commy- 
| nion with-the Causcn,under thoſe Cor- 
ruptions, and by that diſorderly Miniſtration 
to which he cannot Conform, nor by it Adminiſter, 


INA 


LETTER, 


Written FULT 20. 1661. 


| In,and from the Tower of LON- 


DON, to R. S. To fatisfic the Weak, 
and filencethe Wicked, who inſulted in, or were 
offended at his endeavoured ( and clamorouſly reported 
23 0dtained)atcendance on Gods Pupi1cx Won $11? 
in that Place, during his Confinement. 

Now PuBLySMEzD, 


To ſilence Cenſures and Calumnies, fatisfie ſuch who 
woutd walk uprightly in this houre of Temptation, 


——— 


By the faid R, S, to whom it was written. | 


——— I. 
— 


Hato which, is added the Copy of another LuT*uR, 
Written on the ſame Occafion and SubjetF, 


Printed in the YEan, M,DC.LXIL 


—— 


—_= > C— —— << — 


TO THE 


READER 


READER, 
T & more than a Tear, ſince it was clamoured, Mr. 
CRrorTON goeth to the Church, and hearerh 
Common-Prayerin the Tower of Lox pon :Where- 
upon he was not little Cenſured by ſome, whoſe Profeſſion 
of Religion, and Relation to him, required much more 
Charity, 

Mr, CxnoFToOn did then write unto xe this exſu- 
ing LETTER, with Advice to Communicate the ſame, 
for the Satisfa&tion of the Weak, who ſtumbled ( 10 
their own wounding ) and Silencing of the Wicked, 


who inſxlted, to the Grief of him and Gods Church, 
In Obſervation of- this Inſtruttion, I did ( to ſave 
the labour of the Pen, and make this Paper more profita- 
ble to the Church ) put it into tbe Preſs, where ſome 
good Friends did ſerze,and for preſent ſtifle it ; chooſing 
rather to Communicate the written Copy as they Foy 


This Copy was -imparted to many Chriſtian Friends 
'\and Miniſters; who ſeemca to'be in.this matter otherwiſe 
perſwaded ; in ſpecial , Thoſe of the Congregational 
way, who ſeemed moſt concerned in the [ame ; theſe 
were all requeſted ta Correct Mr, CrROFTON'S Errour, 
and Reftifie his Fudement 1, but none would, or did un- 
dertake the work, though aſſured he had an hearing Eax : 
Horreſco reterens ; though he bath Feen miſt bitterly 
Cenſured, he gcver received any, the leaft Admonition 

3 © concerning 


To the Rravrn, 


concerning this matter, one excepted ; a Copy whereof , 
with his Anſwer thereunts,being come to my hands, 1 have 
preſumed te annex umothis LeTT»&. 

I preſume Cwithout Mr, CROrTON 'S knowledee) 

Firſt, To wake theſe Papers publick, to evidence the 
little Canſe men have to repreſent Mr, CROFTON'S 
Non-conforming-Communion,to be 4 Defe&#ion from 
the Canſe of Reformation, and Reſult of his Tempta- 
$708, a 

- Secondly , 'To let men ſee on what Grounds Mr. 

CrOFron hathi{atified himſelf in bis ſolitary E- 
fate, when he could neither Confer with (Men and 
Books; that ſo if they appear weak, ſome ſerious man, 
way by word or letter ( whilſt the Preſs will not be allowed 
to ſpeak ) help him to Convittion , I cannot but deter- 
mint it unchrifhian, to condemn without Fraternal Cor- 
Teption, or 41 Eſſe for Convittion ; thoſe Cenſures do 
reflet# with Violence en the Cenſwrers, which are retorted 
with a what doth your arguing reprove ? 

Thirdly, To help others to Liebe that Point of Pie- 
ty which i proper for their places and capacities , under 


the ae Providences of God in,end towards his Church 


in theſe Nations. 

What Lately was Mr, CROFT ON'8 Caſe, is now our 
own; we wit either withdraw you the Prayers and 
Publick wo of God in this Church, or attend it by 
ths diſguiſed Miniſterial Mode and Order; and with 
my I fpeak it, we are inthe dark, and we are left in the 
derk, our Prophets ave gont, who ſhould tell us, and before 
their going have not told us, how in this Caſe Chriſtianity 
avth require «20 carry : Some general Cations we in- 
deed received intheir laft Conncels, but no clear Direi- 


OFsS 
4 


TC _— _ 


To the Reavex. 


on in reference to the fprcial Caſe and Condition inte 
which we are reſolayd: 1 well know, moſt 48- 
Divines 10 be in Fudement the ſame with Mr. 

CROFT ON; but their Prudence doth probibitthe Publi- 

cation thereof to us,o7 at leaſt ina partrenlar Spetification 

of our preſent Condition. 

I mill not ſay, Mr, GROFTON by his Att or Apolo- 
2), appeareth any very wiſe Pilate, 1 leave thoſe to whom 
1t doth belong, to judge his Skill in the Compaſs ;, but 1 
cannot but ſay, he ſeemath to be moſt Simply Faithtul,i 
fufilline hu Miniſtry, propoſine himſelf a pattern, and 
per(wading hu friends and people to walk in the Exact- 
neſs of Truth: againſt all Extreams, though his worldly 
and carnal Intereſt lieth on either hand, and miehs eaſily 
induce him to advance,sr at leaft byhis ſulence to abett the 
ſame, 1 cannot but obſerve ths is not the firſt time Mr, 
CrOErON bath divided from the Policies of them who 
could xot diſown his — or Scriptarally determine 
axainſt his Prattice : And truly 1 eviſh men may conſider, 
whether the Serpent do not out-ftreich and over-reach 
the Dove, in thoſe Policies which make Religion ( unto 
its reproach) amatter of Faition, and ſtudy toſave,and 
recover Reformation, by the appearance of a Bulky Par- 
ty, for Separation. * I cannot ouiilet thee know, 1 am thus 
far clear of Mr, CRoxTON's mind, Unwarrantable 
Non-communion ay not bt allowed, no #0 for 4 day, 
though to ſaving Reformation ; for we may not do Evil, 
that _—_— thereof; and-I cannot be perſwaded, 
I am djsbaxded from Chriſts Army, (oſoon as 1 am -ſuper- 
ſeded to myCondutt ;, 1 muſt march ander his Banner, 
when I may not be permitted to march at the Head of a 


Company: 4nd fure I am, it ts more eafie to fall into ei- 
for © ther. 


To: the: Reaver. 


ther Exixeam; thanto walk between both uprightly, ac- 
cardingtothe. Trythiot the Golpgl, = — -+ | 

.- Readaty IanlYt af 1heemolonger,only know, That this 
Sealon of: Publication: of thu LETT En, & by me cho- 
ſen,or rather conſtrained by the over-prudent Superſedeas 
before mentioned, and filence our over-general Cau- 
tions of-108r-priaus: Miniſters:in this Caſe, and honre of 
Temptation. which is come upon us, 

If any Miniſter be hereby provoked to beat ont the 
Truth, which muſt guide the Churches Pradtice : If any 
Chriſtian do hereby receive Direttion to diſpel his 
Donbts, and ſteer his Converſation : Or if any raſhly 
cenſorious Saint be hereby convinced of. their unchari- 
table, unchriftian Cenſures, and bitter words , by which 
they have wounded themſelves, and grieved him whom 
God hath ſmitten, be bxreby wane, of their fault, [0 
as togive.Glory to'God, and with Jobs Comforters,; con- 
feſs their Guilts, I bawe obtained mine End, and hope it 
ſhall not much diſpleiſermy-Paſtor, on whom, I confeſs, I 
have herein too much preſumed, 


þ - _- 4 
£* 4% 


«1am chine. in laion with the Church, 
Sept, I, 1663, | 
- And'Simplicity of the Goſpel, 


R, 5, 


REFOR- 


RrrormMartiON nO SEPARATION ? 


OR, 
Z acvary Croftons Plea for Communion with 
the Church of England. 


Ina Letter to a Chriſtian Friend, 


—— — — — —_ — —_— 
— — — _— — — — 


Chriftian F riend, 


Onſidering we live in an Age exceeding 
ey ſcrupulous, and the a&ions of a Priſoner 
are ſubje&t to Obſeryation and Cenſure, 
without the leaſt enquiry inco the rea- 
ſons, end and inducements thereof : And 
welt knowing my — ſdf robea man 
much miſtaken and miſrepreſented; obnoxious to, and 
afiited with the groundleſs calumnies of che wicked, 
and cenfures of the weak : And being deeply ſenſible of 
the ſad doom denounced againſt ſuch as adminiſter 


Off ence to uny of ("iff little ones; and the great damage Mar 28.6. 


and danger of a groundleſs offence, choking the joy, 
and curbing the duty of ſuch as take it. { "who have 
B 


fog 


(2) 
for more then ſix moneths heen buried alive) do conceive 
a duty and neceſlity incumbent upon me, to app-ar, and 
(by ſuch utenſils as a cloſe and ſevere impriſonmenc will 
afford-) to ſpeak for my ſelf, in the'cauſe of Godand his 
3 ChurthTcharged on my weak hands:) in reference to an 
+ aR, which'Conſcience doth conſtrain me to purſue ; and 
+ (or obtained liberty) to attend.. In which I diſcern ſome 
"Y Feeghgealett, whileſt otbers ſaan ſcandalized, beyond 
what the nature thereof may occaſion, to the one or the 
other ; for God (whom I ſerve in the Spirit) is my wit- 
neſs, 1 would give nb offence, ineither to the Jew, -nor to 

the Greek, nor to the Church of God. 


Thecaſe is this : 


Ir Zohn Robinſon, the Lieutenant'of the Tower, did of 

bis own accord (not at that time, though often be- 

fore, moved to it by or from-me._) on Fyyday the thirteenth 

inſtant, ſend me word by my Keeper, That I frould have 

liberty te goto ( hurch, and enjoy the Solemn Aſſembly, and 

Publique Worſhip of God, celebrated Withix' this place (the 

which on ſecond thoughts he hath remanded;) in the uſe 

| hereof, I muſt of neceſſity atzend that Order of Admi- 

niſtration, againſtwhich I haye publiquely wagitſſe 

char which'is Corrupt and Superſtitions ; yet YU 

duty,” doghi, compel, me to, rectjve and . uſers. betty 

\. (wflenTcanobrain it). as a mercy from Godard fawur 

frotd men, the which I have often prayed forand deſired. 

| reap! g I apprebend a clawour is ſent. abroad, that 

2 MET Fo rr, prefers at, and attends ute the, reading of the 
Servict-. o6k,; 1n which ſome beaſf beyond meaſure., as 

_  havinggained-a_ Profelyce ; whileſt others fumble, as If I 
ſtarted from the.truth and work of Reformation, and 

eeſtimony which (through Gods grace.) I, have given, 

feanto, xa. a. hos; 

A 1181 LP RTE muſtknow, .this claryour is (as to 

the fa8) asyet falſe, the liberty being not yet —_ 

: ut 


(3% 
butT confined to my Solitary Sabbaths, 3 wherein I hope, 
Ican profeſs, I aw wot alone, becauſe the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is with me : But indeed I muſt confeſs it 
true in (the fie7;) my deſire, intention and endeavour to 
procure this liberty, ſo ſoon as 1 can, and my. reſolution 
ro attend thoſe corrupt Adminiſtrations, and this diſer- 
derly ſervice of God, until God pleaſe to bring me ferth, 
and make me drink the waters of his SanRuary in purer 
Veſſels ; and I cannot bur prateft, :rhat the one or the 
other, inſulting, or offended at my ſo doing, may grieve 
me, and wound their own ſouls, but cannot ſay they know 
me, who was ever fatisfied (and ſo declared my ſelf in 
my publique Miniſtery) as to this point ; or that I ad- 
miniſter anv cauſe for ſuch inſultation or offence : Yet to 
the end Gods diſhonor, Religions diſgrace ,' their own 
danger by this their fin, may (if poſſible) be prevented, 
I thought it my duty to ſignitie to you, and require you 
(as you have opportunity) to communicate to others, 
theſe fol'owing conſiderations , as Apologetical reaſons , 
for what 1am convinced,is not onely lawful,bur a poſitive 
duty, not without ſin to be omitted, though the critifim 
of our times, and my ſpecial caſe, may require an Apolo- 
gy for the lame. 


- My long, cloſe, and ſevere durance (much beyond'any Confid. 1. 
other Priſoner in this place) or any carnal, ſelf, politignt Delibcrate 
Principle, hath not been the impalſive cauſe of my deſire, thoughts, 
or uſe of this liberty ; but (as in my other as, ſubje&- not diftrc (5 
ed ro- thecenfureof men) pure conſcience - of duty towards of co 
God and my own ſonl, and the preponderate diftates a 


my julgement (1 hope in ſome meaſure alſo to diſcern du- 
ty in difficult times and conditions) in ſenſe whereot, 7 
defired this liberty the (rft day I Was committed te this place, 
and many times ſince; and have- often complained\-of ir 
to Ged, and ſuch men as came near me, -as a defeR in the 
Government of this His Majeſties chiefeſt Priſon in Zng- 
land, that care is not taken , nor liberty allowed , tor 

} B+ Chriſtian 


(4) 
Chriftian Priſoners td atcend npos the publique Wor- 
ſhip, and preaching of the Word of God: 1 have in 
rhis reſpe&t often. preferred the Compters, or Newgate 
(more baſe. and deſpicable in vulgar account) before the 
Tower of Londen. It cannot I think be ſoberly (I am 
fure not charitably) denied , that Chriſtian Priſoners, 
ought to have Chriſtian liberty and accommodation, in a 
Chriſtian Kingdom. It is ſuppoſed, a Priſoner bringeth 
with him into this place, ſome beyrid crime, and notorious 
gat, by reaſon whereof there is conceived bur little be- 
rween the Priſon and death ; therefore che hand of Juſtice 
which puniſheth che offence, ought in Chriſtian pity to 
ſeek the ſalvation of the ſonl, and (if poſſible) prevent the 
Malefator from dying in, if he guſt dye for his lin. I 
have ofren thought, that if the Heathen indulged Pas! 
' 2 liberty to Preach in Priſon, Chriſtians might and ought 
much more allow a Preacher liberty to hear the Word 
preached in Prifon. Ihopeit will be no offence to minde 
this Ape, that amongſt other evils refleted (by ſuch as 
roſe up againſt him) on the Government of King -{ harls 
the firſt, his late Majeſtic of honorable memory, this was 


Exact Col- one, and not theleaſt, Mex were detained cloſe Priſoners, 
ſections, P-6, wirbour the liberty of nſing Books, pen, ink, , or paper, de- 


nying thens all the comforts of life, not permitting their wives 

tocowt to them 5 and for the compleating of that crutlty, de 

priving thew of the neceſſary means of S piritual conſolation, 

wot ſuffering them to go abroad, to enjoy Gods Ordinances in 

Geds Howſe, or Gods Miniſters to come to them, to adminifter 

ovewfort 16 thew in their Chambers. Let nonetherefore dare 

to cenſure this a& as the reſulc ofa diſtreſſed condirion, or 
baſe compliance by conſtraint of Priſon, againft the per- 

ſwaſons of Conſcience. 


23; Communion with the ( berch wifible, in all ats of (olemn 


gue Worſhip, ir ancfſential part of the S anfiification of 
A Sfkoh, — day, and eh indi[peuſ#ble duty of 
© every particalar ſoul ealled by the name of Ged; to be onely 
Swperſeded 


(5) 
Superſeded by a real, inevitable necefſty, with affurance 
to any, that God will have mercy, and net Sacrifice. This 
cannot be denyed by any, who obſerve God hath deno- 
n.inited the Sabbath an holy (onveration. Synagogues Levit.2z, 
were on this ground erected and frequented, in all the 
Cities of F»dh; that the Lord Chriſt, fulfilling ll righ- Luke 4 16. 
reonſneſs, and his Apoſtles 3# conſcience of duty , made it AGS ” = 
their cuſtom to go to the Synagogue every Sabbath day ; ** **7-** 
that the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, from the ve- 
ry Aſcenfion of Chrift, held ſolemn Aſſemblies o» the John 20, 19, 
Lords day, the firſt day of the Week, and charged the*5- 

Saints of theirage, andin them all others, not ro forſake * <X'+ 15% 

the Afﬀſembling of themſelves together, taxing the defect of Heb. 20,25 
fome therein, az the manner of ſome is. "mm 

As Solitary Sabbath; are in themſelves, ſo (God know- 

eth) they have been, and are to me, the ſting of an im- 
priſoned condition : I hope I can ſay, without vanity, 
as David in his exile, 4s the Hart panteth for the Water pg, ,... , + 
Brooks, Jo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God: My ſeud Oy 
thirfteth for the living God ; When ſhall I come and appear be- 

fore God ? when I remember theſe things, I pour ont my [cul 
$1 me, for I have gone with the multitude : 1 went With them 

to the Howſe of God, with the woyee of joy andgladneſs, with 

the multitude that hegt the boly day. 1 deny not God to be 

ferved, and enjoyed in Solitary Worfeip , but muſt needs 

obſerve, in' Zion the Saints paſs from ftrenth to ffrength, Plal. 84.7. 

every one appearing before God. Solemn publique Worſhip is 

Gods chick Ordinance, *for the ſupport of his peoples 

faith; this is denominated, the Beanty of Gods Holineſs : Pal. 27,4. & 

To this his preſence aad power is promiſed , and in it 96- 9. and 
chiefly predicated 3 attendance on this, is charged as his *'*:5+ 
peoples dnry, and diſcharged as their joy : The want of 
this is the Sacra fames , Spiritual famine, under want of Amos g 12. 
which David; faith was ready to faint, hadirt not been 

prevented by a ſpeedy and ſeaſonable foupply *: When 1 

fought to know thig, it Was too painful for me, wntil 1 wend 

mio the Sanituery,then underſterd 1 their end, Plal-73. _ a7 . 

is 


(6) 
This: therefore is not to be lighted, or negleRed, 'or ſti- 
perficially dehired, or uſed ; but moſt highly prized, carn- 
eſtly deſired; .and joyfully imbraced, and not voluntarily 
. ' declined or every light occaſion, and trivial exception, 
or friendly perſwaſion ; but the grounds muſt be plain, 
clear, certain, and weighty, ſuch 4s 1 may with confi 
dence plead unto my God, as the apology of my abſence 
of choice, not conſtraint , in which I expe God ſhould 
bave mercy on me, becauſe and for that he cannor. have 
Sacrifice from me, which can be nothing but the reſtraining 
neceſſity of my condition, or my running into ſin to pol- 
ſeſs it. 


My good Friend, you ſee my caleishard ; and what 
now is'my» caſe, may cre long be yours, and others of 
Gods people : You yet enjoy a liberty of worſhipping 
God, in due and right order, and may drink the Warers 
of the SanQuary in clean Veſſels; long may you enjoy 
it, and if God take pleaſurein me, he willin due timerce 
ſtore me to it;- but if not, let him do what ſeemeth him 
good Art the preſent | have no choice 3 if-I will attend 
Gods publique Solemw Worſoip, I muſt do it in this place 
and order, or notatall ; whileſtI dread to pive the leaſt 
occaſion of inſultation to the wicked, or offence to the 
weak, my conſcience is under .the apprebenfion and aw 
of-a poſitive indiſpenſible duty, which 1 dare.not decline, 
unleſs on reaſons conſtituting'a clear and unavoidable ne- 
ceſſity : my preſent reſtraint doth indeed acquit me, and 
carry the guile (of my abſence from Gods , Houle) fron 
off me to others, I duly eadeavouring, by allzuſt means, 
to have the ſame removed; . which once effected , what 
moral bar will:ie upon my minde, and in my way, as a 
formal fin, which I cannot without guilt break thorow ? 
that is the queſtion I have deſired f{eriovſly to conſult, and 
by Scriptuyete refolve : And on mature thoughts :| muſt 
ofeſs I. finde. not anyy. which will; bear weighs in' the 
Uance of' the SanRuary; as that which I ſhall 'dare to 


produce 
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67) 
produce -before the Lord , when demanded a-reaſon of 
my voluntary abſence ; on which he may 0c pronounce, 
He was bidder to the feaſt, but Would net c:me, and therefore 
is wot worthy, and hereafter ſhall nat : tor 1 muſt pro- 
fels; | 


Firſt, I never did, could, or yer can deny, the _ of 
the Church England (that is, the community of C 

ftigns in this Nation,” incorporated by Baptiſm, profeſling 
the true God and Jeſus Chriſt, and ſubjeted:to' the Word 


and Sacraments, in the Miciſtery of Chriſts lawful Mini-j,cr 


ſters {for I never believed any National Priviledge, ſuch as 
was peculiar to the Jews, or the. Hierarchical Order, and 
colle&ive Conſtitution! (which cannot be denied tobe a 
meer'-lvimene'and ſeparable 'adjunR, and is neither 'an &- 
qual; nor regiitar Repreſentation) conldior did give: that 
appellation) nor diſown my own relation. ts it ; and muſt 
therefore ſee ſome good ground for my non-communion 
withiie, and for mychoiceof Solitary forfeip of God, ra- 
ther: then fellowſhip inits Solewnpabligue Worſbip, where *— 
and whileſt God atiords his preſence, \though with a 
grieved, ſtriving, ſpirit, Idare not be abfent, thoagh there- 
by I might avoid ſome burthen. 

;. It. is well known; 1 am not-unacquainted with. the 
Church-reno@neings Trending, raining, principles of the Anas 
baprifts, and old ſeparating Bywmſts, ner withthe Pag# 
wnizing prattice of the (ſeemingly more fober and ſerious) 
Independent, or Congregationaliſt; who ſometimes indeed 
pretend to own'thedeing of. this (harch, but (by: their 
Cliurch- gathering ,41.SvfConforation 4 diſpencing- Ordia 
nindey "by their /elf-comſeerntion ; profefſed privicipiej. that 
in" 'Enghend there is wwcd matter for, but not tht forms of a 
Charth, and fo no Church-ar all; for forma dat efſſentians ; 
acid with the height of confidence {to ſay.nomoreot it) 
proclaiming themſelves obe gatberod Churebes,contradiſtin 
eonhe Nation, and all- Chriſtians in it (asiK they onely 


'werethe-birlt fruits of Achaia, 1 mean Evghend, an infi- 


© del 


I. 
ri- The Church 


. P:ophane 
membecs 
deftroy not 
the Church, 


Mar.3.9. 


(9) 
del Nation, who had never geceived the Goſpel, or Chrift 
had -not been preached among them , and profeſſed by 
them, aor any of her Inba>itents had been incorporated 
by Baptiſm, into Chriſts Catholique Body, but were to - 
this day aliens and ftrangeys to the Houſhold of Faith , and 
Commonwealth of 1/rae!) do plainly declare fo to all rati- 
enal men (able and willing to diſcern) that the being of 
4 {knreh in England is by them diſputed, yea, denied : 
But chefe I never did, nor could approve, and chereſore 
I maft preſume, none that ever knew me, and mycon- 
ſilane conteſts, by preaching, writing, and ſuffering un- 
der and apainſt them, can conceive this to be now any 
ſcrupleto my conſcience, doubt to my ſoul, demur tomy 
duty, or diverſion eo - Communion with them, whoſe 

ing a Church of Chriſt, I have ever, 'and openly aflere- 
edand defended, and co whom I have ever profeſſed my 
own relation. 


Thattheſe men urge, That many members is the Church 
of England , ave and prophanc in their Converſation, 
with their moanthes confeſſing, but in works denying Ged , 
and are net p—_ fit matter for a Church, 1do well know, 
andto my griet and ſhame do know to berrue, and v+- 
ſible, but co-my comfort do know to-be an ObjeRion of 
no. weight ; for our queſtion is, concerning ( ownunion 
wich, not the Conftirarion of a Charch : Thae ſuch wat. 
rer ſhopld not ar firſt Conſtitution bave been taken: in, 
and having grown up, ought to have been cur off, and 
caſt out, Ican and do yield, and conſ-ne ; bur that the 
diforder, defetion and ef of the members, or whar 
is more, the Angels and Afinifters, bath » reſolved, the 
Charch into'a '»on-enticy, and neceſſitated nov- communion, 
(ſave in a new Conltitution and Church gathering) Lcan- 
not believe, becauſe I finde nothing more plainer in Ns- 
ture, then for #: degenerate Fine, to xetain_the name and 
nature of « Fae, when it bringech forth lictle ſave ſowre 
Grapes; nor is any thing more clearer in-Scriprure , © 


od 
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then forthe ehili'rin of the Devil, to have Abrahbem to their Maith 3 9. 
Father , and be the children of God, and Covenant of Grave, John 8 44 


by vifble adminiſtration : or for dsſorderly Chriſtians in Co- 
rinth, to be called, and owned as Sain's and Believers, a 
man covetous, a fornicator., and adultarer, an idolater, 
a drunkard, to be called a brother ; Sardis having a name to 
live, but being dead, isdclared one of the golden Candl.- 
Picks, among which Chriſt walketh ; and when Pawwrote 
to Tus, the Chritlans in Crete were abominable, di[obedi- 
ent, and to every good work reprobate, Titus 1,13, 16. yet 
was Ti:#s charged to rebuke them ſharply , not to diſown 
them, or decline communion with them , or to gather the 
fit matter, and orderly Chriſtians amon!, them into a new 
{arch form ;. nortare any among them adviſed, or dire&- 
edſotodo; a Ram, and a Goat cannot be dented ro be of 
Chrifls flock on earth , thouch they may be tarned on his 
left hand, at the day of judgment ; CorreAion, and cafting 
out is the priviledge of a Church member ; and ſuppoſeth 
ics capacity in their objeR, though an inceſinows perſon : the 
prophanenefle of the members of this Church may and 
muſt provoke my brotherly admonition, miniſterial reprehen- 
fion, and the Chmrches ( en[ures again(t them, bur will ne- 
ver wartant my nou-communien with them , or voluntary ab- 
ſence from Gods ſolemn publick worſhip celebrated among 
them ; becauſe it doth not ipſo fafls, by any duer##ger, or 
divine direftion ; diſcharge their relation to Chriſts Catho« 
lick viible body, ſo long as God knoweth them as his Srox/7, 
and people, (though deſerving ) having not r-ceived from him 
a Bill of Divorce ; I may be burdened to ſee their lewdnefſe 
and lighenefſe , but muſt not forſake the Bride-chamber, nor 
his worſhip therein celebrated : without all doubr, the capa- 
city of thoſe within the Church (though diſorderly, and as 
ſuch to be judged) is vaſtly different from Turks, Jews, and 
Pagans, and thoſe without the Church ; who refule to pro- 
feſle the true God, and Chriſt, or obedience tothem ; the 


_—_— ſubje&ed to Gods iFecial paitoral, paternal car: ; 
ink 


e of cheir very diſorder and aberrations; aabeſ 
C re 
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tfic-otket only enjoy Gods common providence as do other 

creatures; the works of his hands, 
What hath been urged to nullifie this Church from (what 
Farochiat dji- this kind of mcn will needs ſuppoſe to be ) the form there» 
Aribution con. Of, viz, that theyare by Parochial conſt 1r#t 107, and Chr;ſt 
venice and wever ordained Parifhes , hath been oiren, and abundantly 
goods anſwered, by many, and among others, | have already ful- 
ly ſpoken to it in my Bethſh:miſh clouded, and ſhall there= 
fore now only ſay, Parochial diffribmion is no conft itnrgom, 
nor any eſſential form of the Chnrch ; ſo as that bare ſim- 
ple habi:ation within ſuch bounc's, ſhould ipſo fatto, without 
further capacity , or. qualification make men Charch mens- 
bers; or their removal, or non-refidence within this or that 
Pariſh, (asdo Merchants and Mariners ) ſhould diſcharge 
their refation co the Church : bur it is a Political order, 
and convenient diſtribution of the Church ( atholick, viſie 
ble z to particular Aſiemblies; for the due and more eafie 
Celebration of Gods publick worſhip; the Lord Jeſus foun- 
ded his Church Catho!ick, and univerſal,into which Baptiſm 
is the Ordinance of Catholick inciſion, and imitation ; and 
excommunication is the Ordinance of Catholick exciſion,, 
anddiſcharge; bur nature, and the neceſfiry of order doth di- 
vide it into particular Afemblies, according to huniane di- 
ſcretion :: and no order can more conveniently circumſcribe 
particulariocieries of the Church, than vicinity, and cohabi- 
##ti0n; This the holy Ghoſt doth plainly digicare, by deno- 
Rome, Corinth, nating the firſt plants of Chriſtianity, by the places where 
_ ws they were planted, not by the firſt plenters, or after Paſtors: 
_ blaming it.as a Schiſms in the Church! wo ſay, 1 aw of 
a Panl , I of eApollo,, and I of Cephas, and indeed this 
difiribution doth much facilitate the inſpe&ion: of the 
Paſtor, or brethren , beyond what the Covenant conſti- 
eution of Congrezationalitis is capable of ; whereby ſome 
fliving'in Tork are members of a Church in- Lendo», Paro- 
chial Divifion then being rhe benefic of the Church, and 
members thereof in Chriſtian Cities, Countries, and Nati- 
ns, ic is fo farfrom blame and avoidance,rhat it is to be com- 


mended, 
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tnended, ad approved by men of prudence, and ord2r, and 


, Can never neceſſitate, or warrant any mans non-communis 


on with che Chriſtian Aſſemblies thus citiribared , and con- 
veniently aſſembled, 

Unto ſuch as ſtumble themſelyes, and would have others 
ſo rodo, at Communion with the Church of England , be- 
cauſe they do not know that it was reghtly gathered , and 
conſtituted at the firſt , I (hall b:iefly lay, Hiitory, ( che 
beſt evidence of an ancient AR, ) doth aflure us that the Go- 
ſpel was firſt preached, gnd Chriſtianity was firſt planted mn 
our Iſlands by the Apoſtles , or cAjoſtolical men, which 
(no doubr) did with all care, rizhcly lay here the right foun- 
dation of Gods Church, andif we may (as in caſes of this 
nature, we muſt) judge ( a poſterior) the c:rtainty of the root 
by the excent, and quality of the branches ; the fornd ation 
by the Dimeniions and duration of the Fab.ick; can any 
man reading the Engliſh Stories of the eminent Martyrs of 
Chriſtianity found in this Church, in all azes,fince the rimes 
of the Apoſt.es unto this day, and nor conclude the 
Church was at fitit rightly planted, and founded ? theſe 
men ſhall do well to reſolve the old queſtion ever put by the 
Non-conformitis to th: Brownitts( theſe mens progenitors) 
if they be begorren td (od, in what Charch, and by what 
Ocdinances were ihey converted z was 't not the Church of 
England ? we (whom they to ſerve their defigne, wiil own 
as Saints, and declare fic maiter for a Church, muſt profefle 
our ſelves ſprouts from chis plant ; rheir Charicy is not ſure 
ſo irrational, as to believe men may gather Gr "pcs of Thorns, 
or Figs of Thiſi{:s, forif ſo, their gathering Churches 
will be found needlefle , whileft Saints grow in 1rfidef 


ſoils , and Gods houſe exilterh without the laying any fowne 
dation, " 

Theſe men ſhall do well to conſider, whether the knows g,,,,1.q9- 
ledee of the. mode and order of firſt planting and ga- a Church its 
thering the Church, be neceſlary to every member related firſt conſticuri« 


coit. In Exglard we finde ſocieties profeſhng the true _ necel> 


God, and Chriſt; bapcized into his neck worſhipping him 
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ſtiruted at che 
hc, 


(12) 


by his own Ordinances ; this is the forme of a Church; and 
doth ſuppoſe and imply a Recor and Foundation, by which ir 
1s animated and preſerved ; Bur muſt we needs know bow 
1r was atthe fir laid, or planted ? though by length of time 
ic 1s worn our of fight, and over-grown with earth and weeds? 
are we bound to-renounce the Y;»e,and run out of the houſe , 
unlefle we pluck up the roor, and raze the foundation to ſati(- 
fie our ſelves herein ? if ſo, God help che illicerare ſouls, and 
weak capacities not capable to conceive, or well underſ{tand 
che ſame ,, is Ch:ilis Church planced for an age only 2. that 
every ſucceeding generation mult tranſplant ? gathering of 
Churches did indeed begin the As of the Apoſt/es 5 mult ic 
| needs be continued to the end of the Revelation? to the 
coming of the Lordto judgment? I finde not Pas in his 
joyning himſelf to the Church, nor Priſcilla and eAquila 
in their travels, and communion with different Churches, 
make any demurre on this enquiry; and I dare not think 
the holy Ghoſt would have concealed from us a point of ſo 
great importance. 

My good friend ; upon the whole of this ObjeRion, I 
muſt let you know that my ſerious and deliberate thoughts 
do diflent from the Concluhons concerning the matter and 
form of ' a Church, ſtated by the ſelf-c:nſecrated Officers of 
the hundred and twenty ſelf-conſtutnted gathered Churches, 
which of late years met at the Savoy : but affent unto the 
derermination of Mr, Cotton in his advice tothe brethren of 
old England at the cloſe of his way of the Churches 1n New- 
England, (viz.) T he work ts not to makg them Charches, 
which were none- before; ( for the Gofel having been prea» 
ched: in England by eApoltles, or eApoſtolical men, they 
were without doubt rightly planted) but to reduce them 
zo the Primitive purity they had in their firſt conſtitute 
tion, * | | Gb422e > £12.17; 

And (here my friend,): I muſt defre the Independents 
will not be offended, that I propoſe them as the preſent 
pin promoters of the #onentity of the Church of England, 
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ſeparation from her : for that (notwichRanding theic con- 
trary profeſſions of what they cannot ſoberly , charicably, 
and rationally deny ) their common ſuggeſtion in England, 
is fit matter , but not the form, (which is the eſl:) of the 
Church ; their Savoy concln/ions , and paganizing Churche 


gathering praftice , do loudly proclaim them the off-{pring 


of the Browniſts, and poſterity of the rigid Separatiſts, ever 
withſtood by the ſober, and ſerious Non-Conformilts, fince 
Evxglands Reformation : and in this point the ſummum ge- 
»#s, of thoſe ſeveral, ſpecifical, ſelf-eonftitured SzAs, which 
have confounded our Church ; the odium of whoſe Schiſm 
from it, defended by Rebellion, Schiſm, and horrid Treaſon 
ts at this day moſt ſadly (though falily) refleed on the moſt 
loyal, ſober, ſerious, reforming, non-conforming Presbyte- 
rlans ; to the weakning their hands, and retarding, yea di- 
verting their progreſle in an humble, argumentative , and 
patient purſuirof Chriſts O:dinances , and due authority of 
Chritis Ofhczrs, to be reſtored, and exerciſed in the Church 
of England ; by me ever owned, and now lamenced,but not 
to bz deſerted, 


Such as fancie the Church of England was loft in the de. 
luge of Popery and eAntiohriſtianiſms, may by theic own 
obſervation corre& the ſame ; and: bz conltrained 
£6 confeſle, there is in thig reſpe& no more cauſe of 
ſtumble as tothe entity of ths Church, then was as to the 
being of the Fews, when overſpread. with, Idolatry , in cheir 
many defeQions from God; for in Englavds worlt times 
they may finde a perſecured Elias, a Fohby. Wickliffe ,, with 
many other molt eminent branches, bringing forth the Clu» 
ers of Gopel Grapes, to the bleeding aut. their very Hves, 
befides Obaaiah's fifiies hidden in Caves, by.the yialence of 
perſecution ;. certainly the Row muſs abade, or. how z or 
whence could theſe branches ſpring > Yea,the:winter.ftorms 
of Popery paſſing away, and the. floods of Anuchriftianiſm 
aſlwaging, though not dryed up, and the chicf weeds of fur 
perſtition beipg plucked up, rhough ſome gemainz -tioy _o_ 

| this 
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this Chutch revived, flouriſhed, and ſent out many moſt e- 


minent and pious branches, without any new plantation ? 
Yea, conveyed unto themſelves (wbo queſtion her being) che 
truth .of Grace, and Faith in Chriſt Jeſus , if ever they re-= 
ceiv'dic'? 1 blefſe God 1 have learned to diſcern between 
the /ſ«bycft, and its ſeparable adjuntts though never ſo vile, 
and do believe the Churchtobe (hriſts Church, though vi- 
tiaced and defiled with [delatrow adminiftrations; all, nor 
indeed any defeRion is an afual divorce z if advulterous Fe 
dab, ona ſummons to repentance, do return, and put away 
her abominacions, the loſeth not her relation ro God ; nor 
doth the high places continued under his refocmation, make 
God or his people to forſake her ; the Temple of God abides 
his, when given to be trodden under the feer of the Gen- 
tiles: yea, when the Antichri the man of fin, ſicterh chere- 
in; this notion may poſſibly ſound berter ro ſotne earesfrom 
New-England, than from the Tower of Londong Tet it there= 
fore be thence receiv'd; 4 -4nt5rhriſt muſt fit in the Tem» 
ple of God, and the Courts of the Temple be given to the 
Antichriſtien Gentiles for a certain _time-to tread nnd 
foot , then there was a true Church fate where he ate, and 
whileſt be ſate there, and it was the true meaſured Tem- 
ple , whoſe Conrts he d'd ircad under fot, mor can there 
be Antichriſt , wunl:ſſe there b:' the Temple of God and 
Courts thereof , where he ts; and if ever Antichrift [ae 
# England, then there was the Temple of God there ; be» 
fere.he ſate in it, and whilſt be ſatt' in 1t , as was alſo 
3x ther reformed Churches , the Temple or Church « the 
Jubjeft wherein he muſt ſit ; the Antichriſtian ſeat is not 
the ſubjeft , nor conftitureth ut , but is an accident v1tias 
nog the ſubjeft z; and [Red Fw is ; the —— 
#herefore of A michrsſtianity ; not d:Rtroy the ſubje 3 
or wake it ceaſe to by; but changith it io the better ſtate, 
is which ve was before thus. accidentally vitiated : this is 


the afſertion of. Mr. Philips of Water-town in New Eng» 
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delag? , under the pover of Popery ; and fince it was puts 
ged out, and ſo ſhe at this day (norwithltanding, her back- 
fiding) doth abide ; God provoked hath nor yet removed 
his Candleſtick, or given her a bill of divorce, as be jultly 
may, and 1 fear yer will, 1f I then deny Communion with 
ſuch of her aſſ:mblies, I have a liberty to arrend and fre- 
quent , and make my appeal to God on the account of her 
non-entity ; With a Lordſhe was not, or I know her notto 
be the Church and Spouſe , my heart would condemn me 
in the guile of a notorious Lye , groundl:ſſe, ard nicharna« 
ble Cenſure, and ſo make my w1ilful ſol.tary devotion , ex- 
cceLing ſad, becauſe exceeding fintul, 


Secondly, I hitherro could not, nor yer can, conceive the .. 
corruptions of the Church of England to be a ſufficient 7 g/axds cor- 
oround, or warrantable barre tomy »on-Communiox with ruptions notufe 
her ſolemn aſſemblies in her publick worſhip, ficient bar to 

I do not ſay that Separation in all Caſ:s is wnlawfu', I Communion. 
well know Chriſtians ate called ont of, and ſeparated from : © 14 
the world, in their firſt accefſion to the Church of Chriit, and 3ubtox 
bur this 1s not our Caſe, who (do as is b:fore noted) own the allowed, 
Church of England as reſolved into that capaciry : I krow 
alſo ſeparation from Babylon the ſeat of Amiichrifl is a du- 
ty, dire&ed and charged by the Lord, on all his people; and 
unto this alſo che Church of Erg/and doth profeſie , and 7xgimds cor- 
cannot be denied to have atrained, and therefore fands ruprions paral- 
dittin& from the one, under the Epithire ( Reformed) as well 1<1d with 1/a- 
as from the other by the Appellation (Church) : 1o as t'ar 1 © 20d orbers. 
dare not deeme Exylandthe world,or Babrion,(thoſe objeas 
of & ſerious , ſacred ſeparation, and fhon-communion ) to. 
both which ſhes tound contradiftinR, | 

Thar there are in the Church of Erglard (eſpecially in 
her preſent relapſed eſtate ) many and groſſe corruptions ,. 
grievous to the Spirit of God and bu people, calling for the 4 
zealous admonitions, and moſt faithful rebukes of his-Mini« ( 
fters ; is alas ! roo too legible, and apparent, to be denied: \ 
by any ; yet, (when I conſulc the Seripuures ) TEINS 


(16) 


finde 2s great (yea if poſſible) greater corruptions in thoſe 
whom God, and his people owned as his {harih, and 
Spon/e; and yer ſeparation, or volantary n0n-communion, 
was never practiſed, adviſed, of indulged, but the contrary 
thereunto, 

Will any obje& unto us the prephaneneſſe of the Minie 


Prophaneneſſe ſters , radeneſie and diſorder of the miniſtration of Gods 


of Miniſters 
&miniſtration. 


wor{hip, we yeild itis roo viſibly true ; but more vile admi- 
niftrators, or irregular adminiſtratiors cannot be, than were 
the ſons of Elt in their ſervice ; who maqge the people ro 
leath. the offerinns of the Lord , and were rcbuked, and de- 
ſcribed by Samacl, in 1 Sam. 2.12, 13, 14,15, 16, 17. Now 
the ſons of El: were ſons of Belial, they knew not the Lixd, 
and the Priefts cuſtome with the' people was this , when any 
man offered Sacrifice , the Prieſts |ervant came while the 
fliſh was in ſeething, with a fleſI-H:%k, in his hand, and 
he ſtruck it i:to the pan, or kettle , or ( aldron, or pt ; 
all th.:t the fleſk-hook, brought up, the Prieſt took, for himſelf, 
fo they did in Shilo znto all the Iſraelites that came thi. 
ther , 'alſs before they burned the far, the Prieſts ſervant 
came ard ſaid to the man that ſacrificed, give me fle 

for te roft for the Prieſt, for ke will mt have ſodden fi:ſh 
of thee, but raw; and if any man ſaid wnto them, let them 
nat fatle to-burn the fat preſently, and then take 48 much 
4s thy. ſoul deſireth, then he would anſwer him, nay, but 
rh:#ſhalt give it me now, and if not, 1 will take it 6) force 
wherefore ( by this horrid diſorder defended by violence) the 
fin of the young men was very great before the Lord, for men 
abborred the offering of the Lord, and inverſe 22. it is re 
ported that E/;*s ſons /ay "with the women that aſſembled at 


the door of the Tabernacle f the Congregation : O horrid un-. 


cleannefle, moſt t ing villany / yet I find not that 
any God-fearing-Iſraelite fer/ook_ the Sanftnary, or durſt 
forbear their Sacrifice; nor did Same! (who reproved, and 
denounced Gods judginenr againſt this prophanenefle) ever 
adviſe, of dire& the ſame : the Scribes and Phariſees in the 
dayes of our Saviour, ſaid, but did not; laid heavic bur« 


dens 
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dens on the people , which themſelves would nit tetch with 
ene of their fingers ; they urder pretence of long prayers, de- 
wonred widows houſes, they would nether emer unto hexves 
themſelves , nor ſuffer ſuch as would ; yer the Lord him- 


| ſelf whoreproved them, heard them, and charged his Diſ- 


Ciples to hear them, becauſe they ſate in Moſes ſeat; Lec 
it be obſerved and remembred, the eAmthority may, bur 
the quality of the Miniſter doth not adde to, or abſtra&t 
from the entity , or efficacy of Gods Ordinances, he may 
preach to my ſalvation, who i; himſelf a caſtiway, 


Match, 234 


r Cor.g. 275 


Do any obje& the preaching flſe diftrinez publick, Corruption in 
reading the Apocripha as patt of Gods Word ; innovations Do&rine and 
in worſhip, polluting Gods Ordinances , or injuſtice in diſ. Worſh', 


ciplene; I ſhall neither deny, nor excuſe the ſame : only ſay 
as the Apoltle Perer ro the Church in his dayes, there were 
falſe Prophets among the people , even as there are falſe 


Teach:rs amorg you; the true Prophets of God in 1ſrael, * Pct x. ts 


were ordinarily confronted by the falſe ; there wanted not 
an Hannaniah , to break the Yokes of feremiah; nor a 
proud Paſhry toput him in the Stocks, in the Gate of Bexe 
Jamin, When he only declared Gods mind, warn:dof Gods 
approaching judgments , and withſtood the per jmrious breach 
of the Oath of God, which was upon the King,and Kingdom; 
nor is any thing more plain , than 1ſraels ſetting their poſts, 
by Gods poſts ; their A'tars by Gods eAltars; ſetting up in 
Gods houſe the very [mage of Jealouſie , infomuch that 
Gods Prophets were ordinati'y i»veft:ve; and vehemently 
rep10ving In their Miniftery; and indeed extraordinarily 
raiſed up to that very end!yet we find(not in ail theirCals ro 
Repentance ) one Cantion againſt Communion with the 


Ezek. $.6. 
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Charch, or Call anto ſ-paration : In the dayes of our Sa- Mark s. rx. 


viour , the Jews were ſo corrupt 1a their doctrine, that he 
Cautioned his Diſciples to beware of the leaven of the Pha- 
riſees, they made the Word of God of none effet , by their 
traditions of the Ellers ; they enervated the Law by moſt 
Arait andfalſe interpretations thereof ; In worſhip they in- 
novated, and with great ſeverity impoſed, their own Jnver- 
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$10ns , Phatiſaical Ryres, and Superſtitions : they prophe: 

ned the Tem;le, and made Gods houſe a Der cf Thieves ; 

and in their Diſcipline they made aAsof Neceſſity, Charity 

and piety, cenſurable untoa caſting out of the Synagogues z 

again(t all which the whole Miniſtery of the Lord Jetus was 

highly inveflive, and /everely rebuking 5 yer he neither 

d:ſowned them as a Church, denyed communion with them, 

all histime onearth ; or dirctted any of his /"iſciples /oto do, 

ſo long as God continued his prelence and Ordinances to 

and among them : bur on the contrary pleaded for them (as 

the very fountain of Salvation ) 1n oppoſition to the Sama- 

ritans , Tow worſhip you krow not what , but we know what 

we worſhip , for ſalvation # of the Jews : he ſent his clean « 

John 4. 22. ſed Lepers to ſhew themſelyes to the Prieſts, and offer ac- 

cording to the Law of Moſes; confined his Miniſtry and A 

oſtles ro them , titl afcer the vaile of the Temple was rent, 

1n token of th2 expiration of thetr worſhip and departure of 

God ; accounting them children, and all others dogs ; art 

charged the Diſciples to hear them who ſate in CMſes ſears 

under all their God- provoking Church annihilating corrup- 

tions, he neither practiſed or preſcribed a nou-communion or 

t John 2, 6, ſeparation; Andinallextreams, I defire ro make him my 
pattern,and walk as he walk;d, who never went aſtray. 

Do any fumble at the prophanexeſſe of the n—_—_ and 

the negltt of correttive diſcipline, rudeneſſe and irreve- 

Prophadeſs of 7c* in the uſe of Gods Ordinunces , confuſed method, and 

members, and the diſorder of prpular acclamations in publick prayer, and 

diſorder in «ther afts of wrſhp; I with I could ſay theſe tones lay 

Miniſtration. mor in their way, or that they were in my power to remove 

them ; but I think they run on a much greater Rock, who ru 

out of Gods Church, or from ſ:lemn publick, worſhip be- 

eauſe thereof : for the Church at Corinth was greatly cots 

rupt, and provoked the ſeverity of Apoſtolical reprehenfion; 

x Cor. 5. 1, 2- andthar once and again ; there b:ing amongſt them zceſt 

T0. 21: I1.20. wot to be named among the Gentiles, and an heaven-daring 

_ 14-26. oftentation in it, inſtead of correion of it ; a participa= 

M4. 13:20:2" rior with the table of Divels , by their attendance _ che 
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Idol-feaſts of the Infidels; a rude and deboift drunken Come 
munion at the Lords Supper, 1ntermingled and confoun- 
ded with the Love-feaſts : intolerable diſorder in their preb= 
lick eA feemblie ,all ſpeaking at one and the ſame moment, 
therr very women not keeping ſilence ; and that in different 
matters and tongues, everyone had bis Pſalm, bis Prayer , 
hu Revelation , his Propheſie , his gift of Tongues, (in all 
which reſpeR&s they were more contuled thin our popular ac- 
clamations) and conſtrained the Apoſtles to check them, by 
the nature of God, as a God of order, and not of confuſion ; 
In all thefe the Apotle adviſed, and endeavoured with all au- 
thority a Reformation, but not / eparation, or H05-COmmunion, 
nor tranſplantation intoa ney gathered Church; I cannot 
imagine he would make Schiſm from the Charch, a figne 
of a fþiritaal, who judged Schiſm 32 the Church an evidence 
of a carnal mind, 

Do men complain (as they have cauſe) that ſome Roman 
Rites, and order was retained, when this ( hurch was re- 
formed; let them conlider many pious Kings of Judah, 
have their reforming governments ſtained with a b*t the 
high places were not taken away, but the people went thi- 
ther to worſhip: yet 1 finde not that any God-fearing Iſrae- 
lite, who loathed thoſe Reliques of Idolatry, ever barred 
themſelves becauſe thereof, from. Gods Altar and wor- 
ſhip. 

My very ſoul is grieved to conſider Englands back-ſliding, 
Indulgence of erronuous Dettors and doftrines , formality and 
luke warmne ſe in Religion ; yet when Tobſerve that Epheſus 
who /oft her firſt love, Pergamus indulging the dottrine of 
Balaam, and the Nicelaitans, Thyatira ſuffering the woman 
Fezabel, who called her ſelf a propheteſie to teach, and to 
deceive Jods. peop!t ; Sardis having a name 10 live, but 
being d:1d, and Laodicea, Englands Counterpart, fo 
lukewarns that no good 15 ſpoken of her ; byall which theſe 
Aſian Churches were rutted, and therefore reproved by the 
Lard, yer not rejected ; bur repreſented to the world as the 
Sterres he held in his tight hand, and go/dev Candieſtichs 

D 32 among 


1 Cor. 3. 4+ 


Rom. Rims. 


Backfliding & 
Lukewarmnelſs 


Corruprions 
are not all a- 
like. 


Corruptions 
ſubſtantial and 
mntrinſccal, 


(20) 


among which he walked ; I dare not diſown het 7e/ation to 
Ged; diſclaim mine own relation to her , not voluntanly 
decline contmmnnion with hey, 

My good friend, -# corrwptions in Gods Church and wore 
ſhip, are diſpleaſing to God, and diſtaſtſul t» his people 
imbracing the (tmplicity of the Goſpel, but all corruptiovs 
are not alike in operation, quality, and extent , nor of a like 
influence on Gods ( hurcb and wor(hip: conſider therefore 
ſome corruptions are ſubſtantial, and intrinſecal, vitiating 
the very ſutj:&, and ſo wverſally ffread through the wor- 
ſhip of God, that it canno: be wſed without fin; others are 
circumſtantial and extrinfecal tothe ſame, vain, needleſſe ap= 
pendants, ſuperadded by mans will , but which notwichſtan= 
ding Gods Ordinances remain entire, and exattly hw, and 
may be uſed without participation in the affixed corruption, 

Some corruptions incident ro Gods Church and worthip, 
I ſay are ſubſtantial and intrinſecal, (not arifing out of Gods 
Ordinance as the genuineprodu@, and eff: thereof, bur) 
entring its the very body of the Church and ſubſt axce of 
Gods worſoip, as aSpider into wine, or venemous Worme 
into an Apple; ſoasto witate the ſubjeft, (that it cannot 
be uſed with ſafety) and nullifie the viry Ordinances of Gol, 
that it altcre:h their very nature tothe lofle of their effica- 
cic, andtranſmirt certain deſtruttion to ſuch as ſit under the: 
ſame ; yea, which 1s done either by changing the matter,and. 
retaining the eſſertial conſtitutive form, as by a ſolemne re- 
oular cutting «off a Dogs head, or offering ſwines blood, 
inficad of a Lamb, or a Kid ; a baptizing ( as ſome have 
done) by fire t-(tead of watey : or retaining the matter, bur 
changing the eſſex::al forme , as did Feroboam, and the Sa- 
WATIEANS —— the true God, by the very Sacrifices, 
and in the very order himſelf appointed ; but before ſe/f-de- 
viſed Symbols, Calves tothe one, and the Dove tothe 0s 
ther, ina ſe/f-appointed place, Dan and Berſhebato the one, 
CMonnt Gerizins to the other; and by ſe/f-conſecrated 
Priefts, the loweſt of the people, and ſo departing from the 
Temple in Jeruſalem, Gods Ark, in it , and the Tribe of 
Levs 
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6. Levi : all which were effenciall to the form of divine wor- 
y ſhip : and thus did the Corinthians cating and drinking at 
the 1dol Sacrifices , which the Apoltle ſeverely correRed , 
- with a (y* camot pay ake of the T able of the Lord, andthe 
e table of Devils, ye cannct arink, of the Cup of tie Lord, 
's and the cup of Devils; ) and by pointing them unto the eſ- 
S ſential form of the Sacrament, the Cup of bleſſins, which 
| we bleſſe, is it not the ( ommunion of the blood of Chriſt ? 
[4 and the Bread whic:> we break, ts it not the Communion of 
ay the body of Chriſt ? Of this nature is Baptiſm , by a Mrd- c 
S wife, or any other privace hand , though with water, and * +19 16; 
Jo in the name of the Father , Sn, and holy Ghoſt , or by 
be water anda lawful Miniſter , but in the name of God the 
d Father of all things,ana T ruth the Mother of allthings ; as 1 
1. have read ſome have done, 
P, Corruptions extrinſecal, and c renmſtantial are Ordt- aca 
is nances ſaprradded wnto, and ſo concomitant with , or con- ns wor 
> ver ſ ant about Gods Ordinances ; bur enter not into, nor do circumſtantial. 
E | vitiate their ſubjett : the which ( theſe notwithſtanding ) 
1 | doch exiſt 1n matter; and eſſential form, perfe& and ens« 
d& | tire; capable of due operation, intheir own courſe arid nas 
1 ture ; a3 ſtinking fith doth nouriſh, or water pudled, or in 
a- | ©: an uncleanv:flel, doth quench the thirſt; and theſe are ei- 
= ther me matter ſ#p:r..4ded , (not intermingled with, or 
d dettry@ve to Gods Ordinances, ſuch as were the hgh pla- 
C- ceff; poſts by Gods prits , threſholds by his threſholds, Al- 
d, tar 'by hu Altar \n Iſrael, unto the very Image of Fealou- 
'& | Sieſetupin Gods houſe, which yet remained his, and as ſuch 
ur | Was continued, preſerved and acknowledged, The Lord 
4 Jeſus found the Temple his Fathers houſe of Prayer,though 
Ss | made a Dem of theeves ; and ſuch 1s0ur Croſſe 1» Bapti/ne, 
ee | though ſeemingly ſacramenral, yer diſtin from Gods imita- 
b | ting Seal of the Covenant ; and ſuch is a Ryman linnen ve» 
Cy Fare in miniſtration of Gods worſhip by a lawfull Minitter ; 
ed or ſome corrupt , rude and unſutable miniſterial method and 
he erder, (which is the veſſel, and only infirament of convei» 
of ance though unclean) of adminiſtration :. ſuch was the 2+ 
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lent , and trfitting ſnatching of the Prieſts part of the Sa- 
crifice , by the ſons of Eli, the confuſed agclamations of rhe 
Church of { erimb , fpraking all at once , different matters, 
in different tongues; and our :mpeſed method, diſorderly me- 
thod of publick Prayer , by Verſicles, Reſponds, abrupti- 
09:5, abreviations and fonlar acclamations , With artificial 
ſinging by boyes , and bale fellows thereunto appointed : un- 
der all which Gads Ordinances abide a ſubyett comp/'eat, try 
ly, and formerly. exiſtent , and diftintt from theſe ſuper- 
added corruptions ,, operative unto ſalvation; and therefore 
may not be declined, or diſovned, 

Corruptions intr:»ſccal, are indeed ſuch as do not only 
wartant , but neceſſitate non-communion, yea ſeparatien of 
the higheſt nature, as a duty indiſpenſable : In ſence herc- 
of allthoſein 1ſrae! who feared God, and ſet their heayis 
#6 ſeth, the Lord, prajed for , and (according to divine di- 
re&ions) departed from Dan, and Berſheba, forſook the lo 
lemn Aſmblies Feroboam had conſtituted , and followed 
the Tribe of Lev: , -Gods only Minifters, unto Jeruſalem, 
Gods only place of publick ſolemn worſhip ; and our $a- 
viour reſolved the woman of Samara her enquiry concern- 
ing the place of worſhip , witha ( ye know not what ye wor- 
ſhip; for ſalvation us of the Jews : This is the very ground 
of the Reformed Churches departure , and non-communion 
with Rome; whothough ſhe be (by original conſticution } 
the Temple of God, is become the very ſeat of Antichriſt, 
and by the ſame ſo vitzated that her Miniſttations are rhe 
eup of abomination by mhich ſhe hath made the Nations 
druk_, baving (by her imtrerceſſtons of, and to Saints, the 
Popes infallibility , drive power and properties, and by hey 
expiratory Sacrifices) cxfowned, and nujhified (as muchas in 
her lieth) Chrifts mediatory offices : and (by dividing the 
elements, deſtroying the ontward ſigne , eſſential to a Sacra» 
2nzut, and on a fancied rranſubſtanciation, turning it into a 
Sacrifice for quick, and dead) nullified Chriſts Ordinances: 
wi many other incrinſecal evils) poyſoned Gods vhole 
worthip, and rended ut direRtly deftrafiive ro ſalvationgand 
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3 therefore preſented to us under the Appellation Babylon, 
in the very abſtraQ ; fpirunal Sodom, and Eoypt ; andſothe 
obje& of our departure , adviſed, with (a leſt ye partake 
ef her ſins : which were and are ſo univerially diffuſed, 
and hath ſofarre vitiated the ſubject , that a guilc will be con+ 
traced by meerCommunion, 

Cor: uptions extrinſecal may , and muſt grieve the ſþi- ,. al 
rits of Gods people ,, occaſion their loud complaints , his cn—_—_— 
Minitters moſt zea/ous reproofs, and the- ind'ous endea* warrant no (:- 
wvours of all, to prevent and remove th:m ; becauſe ſcandals paraion, 
to the Church, preiudicial (though not directly deſtruQive, 
to ſalvation) diſhonourable to Religion, and the G od (vhoſe 
prerogative it is to preſcribe every pin, and the very ſnuffers 
to be uſed in his Houſe, and is therefore h:ghly ariflea/ing 1 King, rh: 315 
to Go4,, provokinghim to r'nad a Kingdom from the horſe 
of David, to loath, and ar leaſt to /rave his holy place, and 
remove his Candleftick from ſuch as will not fear him in 
the femplicity of his own in$Fitutions ; without the vain and 
needlefle Appendants of their own inventions :. But yet 
theſe canrot warrant ſeparation or voluntary non-communion, 
becauſe the Church abideth related to God as his Spouſe; his 
worſhip and Ordinances remain for matter and effential 
form entire, and exaftly his own; notwithſtanding the 
concomitancy of ſome ſuper-added matter ; or rhe unfit mi- 
nilterial method, and order by which they are diſpenſed; and 
Gods preſence is to them coxtinned;, (though with agrieved, 
ſtriving ſpirir, threatning his departure) and thereby we are 
under a poſſibility of [a/vation; (though engaged ro more 
care and indu(try ) this was the caſe of the Prophets ,. our 
Saviour and his Diſciples, the Church of the Jews, and Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, under the many parallel (yea tranſcend- 
ingto ours,) corruptions, before mentioned » without any 
preſcripr, or practice, of Separation, or Non-Communion. 

Chriſtian Friend, it is roo evident, That many and great 
Corrntions are to our (in, and ſhame retained; and rothe The , Caſe of 
aQoravation thereof ( with an high hand, and defiance of the aver tongy,. 
God of Jealouhe ) returned ( after a Solemn and Sacred EY 
Expullion }) 


Eel. 34. 18, 
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Expulfion ) ints onr Church ; but yet they are ex!rinſeca/ 
and not of the ſubſtance of Gods Worſhip, which for Matter, 
and eſſential Form, remaineth entire, and prop:rly his own; 
{ though not (0 acceptable ) under, as well as without them ; 
and will not therefore warrant my Separation,orNon-Coms- 
munion, ſo far as to lie at Home, or loyter in the Church« 
yard, until the Common-Prayer ( whereby God is rrly, 
though not orderly, invocated, and worſhipped ; wherein I 
{ as a Member of that Church ) ans interefted, and unto 
which, as it is P»blick Solemn Praycy ( though In an unſu- 
table Method } my «Ames is an indiſpenſable Duty ) be- 
ins ended, 

The ecAdminiftrations of Gods Worſhip among us, are 
indeed nanſcors, and wuehealthful, but not void, or vince 
mores 3 Our Waters are buter, ard pudled, but not poyſonong; 
our Paſtures are trodden down, and the proud of the Flick. 
do puſh ws with Horn, and with Hoof ; but we are not yer 
driven out of Chrifts Fold, not dare not we ſay our Paſt#:e 
& quite taken from us : To be plain, Under all our Corru- 
ptions, we muſt nor, we cannot, we dare not deny the at- 
er, and eſfential Form of Gods Ordinances and Worſhip, us 
continued to us ; though ſome ſuperſtitious Rites are unto 
them annexed, which are apparent Appendants,redundant to, 
and ſeparablz from, and not vitiating, defirutive, or anni- 
hilatine to their Subje& z and are therefore pretended and 
pu ed ( by the Canons appropriated tothis Church ) to 

eAlts of Order and Ornament, rather than of Worſhip, 
and Adoration to God; and they are ſuch wherein the peo- 
ple are generally paſſive, not att;ive, Baptiſm is folly aud 


formally Gods Ordinance, though the Croſs be needlefly, and 


ſuperſticioufly added thereunto ; and the Parent ( by virtue 
of whoſe intereſt in Gods Covenant, the Child receiverh 


'theSeal ) is unjuſtly excluded; and a depuration of Godfa- 


thers and Godmoathers, is groundleſly impoſed : The Word of 
God ts not excluded, though now and then, a piece of «Apo» 
eripha_ is unwarrantably read in the publick Aſſembly ; nor 
doth it ceaſe.to be the Word of God, becauſe it is »xfitly 
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waned into parts an parcels, urdaly fixed unto places 3 
mareaſonably approjriated unto dayes ard tim:r, and p:1b- Surplices and 
liſked 10 unſeemly veſtuires and woyces, I confeſs their cnting qrtic= 
Common-Prayer 1s my burden, by reaſon of its defetts and ring, ſinging = 
diſorder, and the rudeneis of the Miniſterial Method, 1 Þ9ys and men. 
ſtand convinced, it ovght to be altered 3 yea, ab liſhed, by | 
reaſon of its Symerry to the Kymrh Maſs, ſuperſtitious ver the 
Ocder, and unſutableneſs ro Solemn Publick Prayer z yet I cj oonfgdetas 
mult confeſs, I find 11 ir no Aatrer to which ( ona chari» ro; condidercd, 
table interpretation )) a ſober ſerious Chriltian may not ſay, 
nay, can deny his ( Amen: ) And though Idifiafle the 74;- 
enſteriil CM thod, I crnn t diforwn in Ut the efſcatial Form 
of Prayer ; (viz. ) A calling upon God im the Name of 
Chriſt, That Set-Forms of Prayer are uſd, 15 an AR and 
Argument of wenkwels : that th2y are impoſe 4 en Gods 
Church and eMuniſtcrs, is an Aft (1 cannot acquit) of 
wickedneſs : And that this defe&ive litordorly Form, is re- 
tained , yea,by forc: rarurncd into the Church of England; 
I tear will bz found an AR and Argument of wilfalreſs a- 
gainſt Goas mixd ; yet neither the 94e, OT che other, ma- 
keth it ceaſe to be Publick Solemn Pry r ; nor dolI ſee on 
what greund I can deny, or r:fuſe my { Amen) to what is 
prayed for, becauſe I know there are m.any things wanting to 
the Church, which are nor, nor indee] can he by this Form 
expreſſed ; or not joining defires to God with (and as a 
Member of ) his Church, becauſe they are rudely and unfit- 
tingly exprefied ; whil' the irrezulantty of that common 
Order, 1s no Bar to Gods acceptance of my more regular 
( eAmen) thereunto given, 

Departure from Babyl:n, is the inl'ifpznſable Daty, and 
will be the property of all, whoſe nam:'s are written in the 
Lambs Book of Life ; but the Obje&t muſt bz Babyion in 
the very abſtract; Settiqo the mark of the Bexſt on them 
who partake with her, b:aring ts her haul the Cup of As Rey, 13.9, 7 
bowination, and fo appeating to be formal fPirimmal Egypt 4 138, 
an: 50409 : 1 canror helieve every or any Society retaining . 
I»me Bib jlowth £4cr, cſtures, and Orders, with a proteſt- 
O ed 
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ed and apparent rece/or from Babylon, can be the Objeg 


thereof; and the laſt of theſe, is the capacity of Englands 
Church : Certainly the Temple of the Lord is not to be. 
diſowned , or renounced, becauſe it hath been ſomerime 
trodden down by the Antichriit:an Gentiles, and witiated 
by the ſear of the Beaſt ; when theſe are expelled , though 
thedirt of their cramplings, and ſtink of their ſeſſion remain 
bebind them : My good friend, ler it be ſeriouſly reſolved, is 
there no difference between /ſrae/ and'Judah ? Rome, and a. 
reformed Church ? a profeſſed ſacrifiſing Prieſt, and a Mie 
miſter of the Gefpel, fondly affeRing and retaining that Ap=- 
pellation? between a calling on the only true God, in the 
ame of Chrift , though 1a a defeRive, rude, confuſed , and 
unficting order, and praying unto Saints and dumb Idols ? 
berween the diſorderly adminiſtration of the/worſhip, for 
matter and form,Gods own appointment, and the 7 8 bs 
nullifying adminiſtration in an unkyown tongue , to which 
the hearers cannot ſay Amer? and ab/trattion, or alteration 
of the Elements beyond , yea contrary to Gods preſcription, 
or what the poſſibility of nature, and entity of the ordinance 
will admit ? between Sacraments with ſome unwarrantable 
ſuperRicious Appendants, and a Sacrifice expiatory for the 
quick and dead ? muſt we depart from ſrae/, returned from 
Eoypt and Babylon? though retaining the favour, ſome of- 
the Manners and Cuftoms , and -an bankeriug mind to go 
back unto thoſe accurſed places? I pray God keep England 
(in her now retrograde motion) from going back ro Kyme, 
then (through his Grace ) I ſhall not dare to renounce her 
Communion , though my ſoul mourn for her corrapeion : for 
{o long as we enjoy in her the very matter, andeſſential form 


. of Gods worſhip, and Ordinances, though in an humane, un- 


t, corrupt miniſterial method and order , with ſome vaine 
and needlefſe appendants of humane invention; we are nor 
without confidence of Gods preſence, and a poſſibility of ſal- 
vation; and we therefore are without a ſufficient ground for 


ſeparation, or non-communion, 


Thirdly, ler it be confidered Communion with the C lng 
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wnder mary, and great corruptions, i not mconfeſtent with 
zeal, care, and conteſt for reformation thereof : the deſigns of 
Hell may agree inthe end, but diſagree in the means ; bur ic 
is not ſo with the determinations of Heaven; the Devil may 
ſuggelt and provoke the correion of fx, by i»; or make 
zeal to pnrity a (purre to ſeparation, and the ſhiprack of ver= 
tue to, and 1 the Church; he can make the white Witch 
heale , what the black doth hxr:; by him one Conjurer doth 
bleſie , what another doth curſe 3 the Angel of /:ght doth 
often expel, and lay the Angel of darkz:j/e; but yer they 
be both evi/ Axgels ; he flicks not at, norflicreth again(t 
Piety, of Religion, provided it be but ſinful; he is cons 
tent men gona via lattea & ſ[acra, to the place of woe ; 
and tteere by Conſcience (1f erronious) to their own con- 
demnation : bur it is not thus with God, and the diQates of 
his holy Spirit; all his commands are competible ; his Graces 
concatenated ; All the duties of a Chriſtian are to be diſchar- 
ged without interfering , interruption, or deſtruftion by one 
another, he alloweth not on# /»fz! ſtep in the way of fal- 
vation, though paved with never ſofair a pretence of ſantti« 
ty 3 If therefore his people Rumble thereinto, they muſt re= 
turn andgo back, if they will go to heaven ; no one duty, 
atany time damps zeal unto another ; they may be deſÞara- 
ca, but never are oppoſira, different, but not contrariant one 
ro another , the d:ſcords in true Religion do ever confi» 
cure the cleare!i; harmony , all extreams ate equally odious 
untothe God -f order ; exceſſes finde no more acceptance 
with him, than defes in Religion ; be not righteous over- 


much is a divine diate (though many times unduly , and Eccl. 7.16,15; 


unjuſtly pleaded by men)as well as be got over-mnch wicked, 


Gods 1ſrael may not turn to the right or left hand, depatt- neur. e. 22 © 
ing from the way of his Statutes: the true Chriſtian muſt 15. 26. 18.143 


Cal, 1. 109 


walk in all well-pleaſing ,, in every good ward, and work, 
and hate every evil way : It hath been a ſcandalous Blaſ- 
phemy (from its very ficlt being) of Chriftianity, co ſay or 
luppole ir doth dire& irs ſubje&s to do evil, that good may 
come thereby : fincers Saints are ever aRed by the Spirit of 

E 2 peace, 


z 


Comminion is 
no bar, buca 
help co refor- 
mation, 


x Cor, 12, 135 
L. I'Fs 


2 Pet, 1; 92 & 
= 


Rory, 3. 8, 


(28) 


peace , and love, to ſeeke and zealouſly purſue , the 
purity of Gods worſhip in union with bis Charchy 


Reformation 2 zeal, care, and conte(is, for Reformationof Gods Chuzchy 


duty, 


z Chro. 13. 9, 
Io, I'Ts, 


Numb 16, 


3 Sau, 2s 


and worſhip , ſubjetted to the leaſt corruyptions, can never 
be denied to be the indiſpenſabieduty of every Chriftian : 
Ic 1s true,” theſe are tobe expreſled and ated by 2U! /aw/ nl, 
and only lawful means , according toevery mans zlace and 
capacity ;, the moſt dreadful ſhakings of Gods Arke, will not 
warrant Zz4 to ſtep out of his place to (tay ic ; nor will the 
greateſt ſarfity in 1ſrarl ,, authorize Chora to uſurp the 
Priethood : Itis not a more poor apology, than baſe, for 
the rebellion of Dathan, and Abyram, that all the Lords 
People are holy ; the God of holinefle needs not, nor will 
he endure the help of our iniquities : theſe Cautions obler- 
ved, endeavorrs for reformation can be by none omitted, or 
faintly purſued, without an inevitable contraging upon 
themielves the guilt of thoſe corruptions, which remain up- 
on Gods Church and ſervice; for norule (in reference to 
bumane ſociety) is in Morality,or Divinity more true than 
this error , c#: non reſiſtitur approbatur , veritas nm que 
non defenditur Tpprimitur , negligere quippe. cunz poſſus de» 
turbare prrverſos, mbil alind eſt quam fovere, nec caret 
ſcrupulo ſocietatts acculte qui manifeſto facinori cum po-= 
teFt deſimit obvrare, Er. tr not reſiſted, is allowed , for /- 
lence grues conſent; Truth not defended, is oppreſled, for, 
Cowardize giveth fallkood the Conqueſt, to negle& when 
we can do it, to diſturb the wicked, 1s to cheriſh them , for 
concealment and indrlgence 1s the guard of their deſigne 
nor can he want a ſuipition of ſecret conſpiracy, who can, 
but will not hinder iniquity ; for ſuch Conmwuance #s an att 
and argument of affettiou : let it be remembred old Eles 
fn, by which he fell under the ſevericy of Gods wrat'), was 
his ot reforming the abomivations of his ſons ; The Re- 
forming Government of many pious Kings of Judah, are 
blotted, wich a but che high places: (which the Temp'e re- 
ffored and frequented ſeemed not worth the heeding) were 
pat taken away : 1ſracl is charged with the prophaneneſſe « 

Gods 


tA. ; 8” herding 
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PP”. 4. ai 
V - 


DIO SH 


(29) 


Keepers thereof , and the vox-refiſtance of falſe Prophets, is 
agoravated with a ( the Prophets propireecy lies in my name , 
and the people live to bave it ſo; ) Ti18a matter of admira- 
tion to a God of jealouſie, that his Church and worthip 
ſhould be overſpread wich corruption, without the 7/41 
and expollulations,of an Advocate for him ; the £4 ſan 
it , and 1: dijpleaſed him, that there was mo j"dgnent 
and he [aw that there was wo man, and he wondred that 
there was no Interceſſor ; the owlt of the inceſtuous perſon 
1s by the regleft of diſcipline, charged on the Church of 
C:rimih; and the ſuffering the woman jezabel, is the evil 
imputed tothe Church of Thyatira : rhe light of nature,and 
Scripture lzadethevery one in his place and capacity to re- 
form corruption, and chargeth ir on their conſcience , as a 
poſitive duty, 

Ta damp ztal, or barr: endeavours for reformation , 
and to blame, and wivlently filence Miniſterial rebukes, 
and argumentation, or popular petitions, ſnpplications, mour- 
n1ngs and murmurat:ons , under and againſt che corruptions 
of Gods Church and worthip, is irrational , and irreligt= 
ous ; 2nd the defence thereof by this plea ( viz.) theſe cor- 
ruptions are con feſſedly conſiſtent with ſalvation; and ſuch 
which no:wi:hſtanding the m»ſt | ſerious and ztalous repro- 
Vers do not, aud profeſſe they dare not [eparate from , or 
dewy communion with the Church; is no other than helliſh 
divinity, and B:dlam Raton, bett confuted by their wives 
rebukes or the Queene of $.uts prepating her miltriſs 
fack_noſets in the common »» :{bowl:s( not to mention a 
veſlel of more baſe: imploy nent) or preſenting to the table. 
his dainty Cates in a dij}i lick:d by the dog, ard wiped: 
with her diſh-clout ; the which though it be unhand- 
ſome, and unwholſome, is n't poyſonos , and ſodireRly 
deſtrugive , as to drive tuen che houſe or table ; fo as to 
begee or Rarve, rather chan co cate or keep good fellow- 
(hip ; ſuch as ſhall rh do, mutt needs proclaim themſelves 
18nor ant of the repraving wnvettrue HMimſtery of the _ 
phers, 


Gods SanQuary, by reaſon of the ancorrefted neglett of the Ezck, 44 7. 8 


Jer, 5+ 3k, 


Iſa. 59. 16, 
1 Cor 5. 


Rev. 2. ©, 


(30) 
Phets, and Apoſtles; yea, 6 the Lord bimſelf, when and 
whilt-chey lived in Communion with the Church of the 
Jewes, the laſt of whom whipt the money-changers our 

ah of the Temple, when and becauſe he acknowledged ir , 

Joh, 2. 16+ his Fathers houſe of Prayer ; inſenſible of the ſad and ſevere 
jadgments of God on El: and his ſoxs for their uncorreRed 
ditorder , which made Gods peeple loath the ſacrifices of 

_ the Lord, when they didnot, nor durſt leave his SanRuary; 

x King51T. 31: and on Slower for building high places, chough confiftenr 

mt with the Temple of the Lord; and on /ſrael for building 

EzZOK 43+ %* their polisb2lides his poſts, their Alcars beſides his Altars, 

and ſetting up the Image of jealoufie m the Houſe of the 

Lord, which yer wasnot forſaken by him or his people : 

and nuaffefted with the nature and holineſs of God,who will 

bave holineſſe written 0n- all the veſſels of the SanQuary, 

Zack. 14+ 20, and the very bridles of the horſes ; andwill have all things 

« Cor. 14. 33. in his ſervice done decently and in order , becauſe he is a 

” © Jo, God of order, and not of confuſion ; when Corruption in 
Gods Church and worſhip can be denied to be ſin, 1 will 
afftow and adviſe Gods Miniſters to be filext 3 and when 

crow ſubſtantiall, and vitiate their ſubjeft , 1 will 
allow andadviſe the embers of the (hnrch to ſeparate , 
bur till then I dare not give my conſent , or Counte-» 
Dance unto the one, or the other. 
Reformation and Seperation (whereof voluntary non Come 

Severntion no 9299700 is the privarive part , and the firſt formal a& J 

Re hefore though ( by the groundleſs Calumny of the enemies tothe 

mation-but ob- one, occafioned by the raſh inconfiderate zeal ofthe other) 

ſtruivethere* phey are confounded , ' are in themſelves waſtly om : 

To, * and indeed inconfeſtent , and deſtruftive each to other, as 
much as is the Cleanſing , and caſting away a veſiel; pur= 
ging', and parting from an houſe, this is duty, bur thar is 
horrid iniquity 3 ſchiſmes in the Church are dangerous , 
ard diſgraceful, but ſchiſmes frem the Church , is there- 
unto deſtruftive avd damnable to the ſubjeRs thereof, the 
payiiy of Gol 1porſbjp muſt be. purſued in wnizy wh the 
6 hmch; and Communion isimpliced in all endeavours for 

Reformas 
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(31) 
Reformation ; deſertion doth declare deſtruion, not repary 
of the houſe Is defired, and deſigned ; which of us leave 
our bouſes becauſe not ſo convenient, handſome or health» 
ful as is detired ? or forlake our food becauſe of a flovenly 
Cookor Carver ? the Scripture doth dere& much corruption 
in Gods Church , andthe zeal of many unto the Reforma- 
tion thereof , qr and purſuing it unto death, or ve- 
ry deep diſtrefle, without the lealt dire&ion unto, or allow- 
ance of /eparation or vor-commuznion ; but with a molt plain 
and clear charge and dire&ion to the contrary ; Chritts A- 
poles, (as moſt zealous Reformers) did often, and open= 
ly , and with much authority rebuke and reſiſt the diſorder 
of the Churches, and corrupt adminiſtration of Gods wor- 
fhip,yer were fo farre from approving or adviſing ſeparation, 
that chey have branded the ſubjes thereof, with theſe and 
the like oditous epithires, they were not of #s , and there- 
fore went out from ws , theſe are they who ſeparate thens- 


ſelves, ſenſual, having net the ſpirit, andtaxeth the vo- Heb 10. 25 


luntary non-communicants with a defe&, forſaks mt the: 
aſſembling of your ſelves as the manner of ſome us, I cati- 
not without trembling confider , the circumciſed Seas in 


the Church of C-/ofſe, are charged to have /eft the head, by Coll z. 151 


leaving the body , in which all the joynts are knit together 
to the muriſkhment of the whole ; T cannot but aflent to that 
maxim as moſt true, ex Eccle/ia nulls ſalrs , the Church 
is Gods Arke of ſalvation, out of which none but mad men 
will leap, or leaveit, on pretence of purging it, or putting 
out of it unclean birds and beaſts: in this caſe of conre(t 
for Reformation, and communion with the Church under ma= 
ay and great corrwptions ; I muſt ſay as our Saviour of the 
lefler, and more weighty matters of the Law, theſe things 


e onght to have dime , and not leave the other undone; tor Luke! 11; 434 


Swper ft1t10n and Separation are extreams equally odions , and 
ominous to Reformation ; is it not obvious to every wiſe 
obſerver, that the Devil and wicked men, do make the one 
the advantage of the other ; and caſt the odium, and dire&, 
the force of each (as the turn 'cometh , and gp 
ſerveth 3 


John 2, 1g 


(432) 
Jerveth)againſt ſuch' who (fieetmng by _ y- Compaſle) 
defire (accotdipg to their capacity) ito. guide. Gods Church, 
apd.themſelves 1n her ,: berw<en theſe two dangerous Rocks 
intothe Havenof reſt and holineſle. : | 
1c; Whileſpanr deſpicable I-in our late'years, in myplace 
and Calling, wicbRood out ({hrrch-waſt ng, ſeparation , mas» 
ny profeſling piety; and ;puttuing puticy tn Gods Houſe and 
Ordinances, were (prejudiced (imto an high and open per- 
{ecution of _ me). by theu, own fancy that I aſerred and ads 
wanced the ſuperſtitions! end diſorders ,of our Church z by 
the-retura whereof God hath convincedthem of their raſh- 
neſle, and conſtrained them -to corre& their miſtake of ,his 
unworthy reproached ſervant : and now God (bleflzd be his 
name) having anjmated me with z:al for perfett, and com« 
pl:at. Reformiation , and-2Red mein my place and ſphere (as 
_ a Miniſter of, the-Goſpel) .to debate the obligations there- 
'  unto.,. beyond -my mean abilities, .or thz logical reply of 
the adverſaries thereof ; (who bear away the victory by a 
thou lieſt Bellarmine ; and have confured me argumento ba- 
exlino, enforced by the ſevere moderation of authority; in- 
cenſed by:the-ſpggeftion of -Treaſon and Sedition ſecretly 
whiſpered ,,.and\generally charged againſt me, whoſe loy- 
alry 1s moſt legible by both aKive and paſſive charaKers )and 
who have in all the wricings which bear my name , declared 
my abhorrency of edition and popular tumulcs, ) and ha- 
viog bleſſed me, with an heart, and opportunity to withſtand 
and witneſl= againſt.che deluge of Superitition and Corrup=« 
Lions, Which breaking over,and bearing down ſacred banks, 
doth (to our fit; and ſhame) again overflow-our Church and 
Nation ; how manydo now dream I will indulge, and em- 
brace Sep+ratioz ; or at leaſt by my voluntary non-communi« 
[ 07 (xhe fel aQ theceof ) give ſome countenance. unto it ? as 
if Ddetwe<n theſe there were no. medinm ; but that the cor- 
ruption of the dne.,' rault neceſlarily generate the ther, give 
me therefore. leave to cell you, ahd by you to tell others (in 
me concerned) I caunot but withitand the oxe, with abhor- 
rency of the other ; and keep my diſtance from ſpans ; 
[ whiPR 


\ 


(33) 
whilf 1 defire and endeavonc, co ſtave off Superſtition 3 leſt 1 
Shipwrack my ſelf, or others, on either rock ; 1 have ob- 
ſerved, and our C hurch hath experienced the (amr, that a+ 
Superſtition, Corruptions and diſorder in Geds bouſe and worſhip 
ds (and therefore call for the zeal and rebukes of Gods Mini» 


Sdper ſtiri 
on and ſe« 


fr 


c 


ration 


nethen 


ers, and caretull Remedy by bis Majeſties Prelaces, by him each ether. 


entrulted with the Eccietiaſticail good of -his Subje&s) very 
much barden men of ſtrong affefions, and weak, Judgements to. ſepa» 
rate, furniſhing them with a clamourous. accuſation, who 
diſcerne not. the proper and genuine cauſe gf, their finfull 
-Shiſme, bur readily father, (what the, Apoſtle ath er- 
mined to be)the brat of their awn hiſt, on any thing which 
beareth relaclon thereunto 3 though  buta.cemace,, and ac- 
ciderall occafion thereof: ſo non communien and ſeparation, is 


the grand Removal, and moſt. Plain: r1into ,reformation,. that 


ever could be deviſed: Subverting the houſe, gn. pretence 
and inſtead of ſweeping itz. as if an- bouſe forſaken, aud 
pulled aſunder (one running away with a poſt, another 
wich a beam, to patch up their. own ſelf-founded fabricks) 
were ever like to be purped, and preſerved from uncleaneſs 
and diforder : (my goodFriend) take. notice otthis ; God 
determined, and his -people deſerved the deftruRtion ofthe 
ten tribes of Iſrael , before thoſe who feared God fled from 
among them, ot forfooke them. Babylon is fallen,ſhe is fallen, 
was the voice uttered by the Angel , before, Came ye out of 
ber my people was fqunded to the Saints which follow the 


I Cor. 3.3, 


4- 


Gal. 5. 


Ig, 20,28. 


Lamb 'Conſervation is the end of burdenſome Communion, and Ler.13.147 


n_ Reformation ; but diſſolution is the moſt certain ſequell 
of deſertion ; It is Gods and muſh be his peoples laſt work to 
depart from and forſake bis Santiuary z he ftayes long with n 
grieved ſtriving Spirit :, and ftands on the very threſhold, 


with a wooing expoſtulation, Be thou inſtruTed O Jeruſalem, Irr.'6, 8. | 


leaft my Soul depart from thee, and I make thee de(olate : (che ve- 
ry iſſue of departure) let it be ſeriouſly refolved: did not 
C orab in his ſeparating from the Camp of Iſrael, gathering 
a Congregation out of the C ongregation: and the Cir 


cumciſed SeQaries —— primitive Chriſtians, ſtrike 
at 


Y 


. 
OE 


F 3: , 4 oo , , 
at the, foundations, and ſeek ro ſubvert the very ſotie- 
ties from whence they ſeparated? and do not the prafi- 
ces, and forme principles of the ſemi-ſepacating (as they 


, would be, deemeJ” ) ſelfe conſtitating Independents of 
our age, deterfmine 2a non-entity; by the non-formality 


of 2 Chuich'in, Fnglatrd, and rare the very foundation 
thereof,” and (6 ' condemn the very generation of the 
"juſt, who tive lived and dved members thereof, yea 
; Martyrs ro the eruchs of leſs Chriſt, againſt Papall, as 


| ; welfas'Pygan power and errors? The Anabaptiſts in Ger 
5 4D 2 Kr five nor Been more odiouns, and obſtrutive to Li- 
i-,.: ,q1 "thers 


refoymition+ then che Church gathering ſeparatiſts 
of alF Sets 'have bech-retarding unto 2a retrogradation 
of that in 'Frgiand: in that the odium of their fehiſms 
ſecorided" with ſ6diriengand centred. in Rebellion, Un o Re 
gieidey withthe confufion and ſubverfion -of bur Church 
and Kingdom; is (moſt fad{y and ſhamefully, though un» 
juſtly) impnred to all, who with humble and peaceable 
ſpirits, defie and endeavour the caſting out corruption 
and diſorder, from Gods houſe and Ordinances ; and re- 
fle&es- on the wor k bf reformation. it felfe, as if. their 
proper genuine and tatural; parent. -, * | 
"> Thereformation of the Church is a: duty incumbent 


Reforma«'on every. man and member thereof; onely it muſt be pu; - 
tion .muſtyed- in. their places and capacities, by. juſt and lawful meany 
be by law- irhoit ſchiſm from, (or if poſlible,), in the Church , or 

mes - dition in the Common-wealth, both which, my ſoul. ever 


'did abhor as diſgraceful to Religroz, difhonourable to Cod, 
and deſtruftive .to Reformation : 1 never did, nar yet can 
-allow, or adviſe other. means, of reformation then Min. 
fterial admenition, ta the Church, Logical diſpute, and The- 
ological  argumentation,'. and. redaurgtion among equals; 
- humble. propoſal, peticion., and ſupplication to. ſu- 
periors. with a * gh and. fubmiſſe attendance on 
their pleaſure and. on . God. ating the ſame; ſuch 
- 28 receive Kings as xurſing, Fathers to the Church, 
will, rejoyce; in them, as, Chriſtians; much more 
as 


l _— w—— 
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(35) 
as profeſſedly reformed z and , all peaceable ſubmiſion, 
embrace fuch degrees of Reformation of the extrinſe- 
call-order, and miniſterial method of Gods worſhip (en- 
joying the ſubltanee in. the eſſential form. thereof ) #3 
they willallow, untill God encline their hearts toallow 
what himſelle expeReth, and his people defire: (oberly 
purſuing the bene eſſe, with, joy inthe effe of Religion, and 
in communion with the Church, waiting: on the trugh of 
Gods ordinances, quietly , atrending, their, Supexiors for 
purity. and regularity * diſpenſation,s; find not chat the 
men _—_ God in Izdzb, did tumultuoully tumble 
down the high places, nor turn away from Gods Tem- 
ple becauſe of them; yet. theic ftanding; was; the tain 
of Government to their, reforming Kings, ta Aye. Que 
of Gods houſe, or in the face of Gods Vicegerents, be- 
cauſe his own appointments are adminiltreq by -inftru- 
ments in order to his ſervice unſuitable, -and to, 
us offenſive, is a frowardneſs'which God. cannot nor 
will not admit, 'or- indulge in any of hi .chuldres... Mi- 
niſterieh, reproofs «fd admwoniions'y and vi [ear -monrnings an 
murmurations, are loud alaftitns to od and the con(ci- 
ences of men , and'ftrong enfarcements of Reformation: 
preces & lacryme ever were and fill are the onely wez- 
pons of the trtily Getty,” tider + Tabik "THe OPPOs q 
litions Of Juſt "aitthvriey,” ani fauwfy) Prigtes, ſuch 25 _ _ 
God hath mf his mercy, 4k by hit ir 4c 6 OS 
dence reored to oiir © hnrchind Mon. fam 4 ied Jn h'gher 
by, ard zſhiimed of theſlow'progreſs, and (Hateful FEtro- degree of 
gradation of Englands Refornettion; rider &9 Snft pub- Reterma- 
like, —_— ſokening (ret bf PRE Mpurion — 
willabide before Ovdy nadfcontciu es riupl e” affir<- 
nittiohsthereof may beilfirerdi QeUVY not H C2114 m 
his days could ſay, (If Godly Keligiyn hid'fhuri hid 3n Em 
gland till thas day (the timeof es Mary bes Reſts)" "i 
onght to have been an v6 ter\of ſervice Wottch eorvelled, uni "pany Epiſtle ro 


tray quitte takeamayn ConrtiEwithort'Sricfconfider our the Ch. ar 
Chitrch: hath pens or ey ub yore Frankford 
| Dur or 


Years 


yetri\fincethat cime :' and yer we ignorantly continue, and 
violently<contend for: thar ortler of fervice; av if aſhametl 


to" grpeiptace wi: 6 beter thingy's yer; idarenot deny Hera bed 
refot;ned"© Hufth; or! a ſhe; tdintCointhurtoh with" 


iy A ii,2tidfot whomthe Lord) hach' eminitently! appear- 


el: und out" of whom We ' hath' pratiouſly purged” all 


things" wytnour and? Wfruftive (though ſomethings 
ntnſerd);'3 Stic} | dfSEgRfAIN *7 wett contirited, atid art ro 


Sp yore  defentiet?' Hey againſt” the 
ardl Pop i "wn cle} bY*Gurrpowder,” 
-UtH Pu Fey; atteciþt#-of Papal. pou and 
Witt th AJ-ifef nd. ind outffretch- 


en er TG ye belljverhe'infahcF*s f Reform atten” might re= 
168 iD, aft grow up" Utider® pl ordet of dtvine'ſervice 
tth*ths '; adi? elate theteof” ought to caſt* off, as puecile 
ry. unſutable? Firft degrees wete matter of C omfort, though 
nbt of Cmnehtrs' ſuch. who ſeek che fimplicity of the 'Got- 
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ſhip celebrated in a diſorderly way, and method, with ſome: 
fooliſh Appendants, of mens inventions? (My goud friend) 
my zeal, care and conteſts for Reformation of this poor 
Church, have coſt me dear : yet (it God ſuffer the Charge 
to riſe as h g1, as did that of my nameſake by the unkind» 
nefs of King Joaſh) not 01e mite 10> dear: | bletie God 
however my piſlions worke; I ſee no cauſe to repent my 
batgain: 1 pray God glorife himſelf, and edifte his people 
dy my bonds ; onely I muſt profeſle to all that fear God, 
I fee n> ſufficient cauſe to farisfie- my Conſtience, or to 
plead befyure my God, on which to' refuſe Communion with 
hey, and attendance on Gods ſolemn putlique worſhip under ber 
rade Miniſterial m#t1bod 3 for that duty is not warantably ſte 
perſeded by the iniquity of another man ; wy ſufferings, nor 0- 
ther mens fin, (under which 1 mourn,. becauſe 1 cannot 
mendit) muſt not turn me out of Gods way, to the right 
or left hand ſuperſtition, and ſeparation, mult be ſhunned 
as Rocks equally dangerous to Gods Church and worſhip: 
the propbaneſſe of tvis and its Subjets muſt not drive me: 
nor the pretended purity and piety of ihe other , and its Subjeds 
allure' or draw me unto the poſerive evil of ſeparation, or 
privative evil of voluutary non-C ommunian; | pray and 
bope God will keep me upright under, and apainſt all eemp- 
tations, from falling into the cxcreams of our unhappy 
age and Church; and yet give mie to ſee” the purity of 
his worſhip in Union and C ommunior' with his Church 
here on earth; or poſſeſſe me with his undefiled; .unftained *- 
glory in Heaven 3 on from the one 1 dare net depart untill 

] arrjxe att other, lexſt by ſhipwarck1ſhould te deprl-- 

vedof borh.. Eoptes _ 
"Feurthly, Let! be conſidered, Scandall if an argument. of 2% Conſi. 4th. 
ſtrengths whenpleaded to ſuperſede er condemin a poſative duty; Jobs 
friends,(like miſerable Comforters) were no little 'Scanda- offence ne 
lized, that he, would not from his Creſſe condewne himſelf ag "RYmens, 


T 


fd ; nc 1 ) > "ic wall | his 
icked ; nor brand bimſelf with Hippocriſy int 'bis paſt Piehy,. age 
big hich they red ee co mir 4 by IKE Tha 


logical, rather then Logical argument. (thovglt cot fulty 
| F 5 aſler-- 
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alſerted)chey that plow We. . fowe wickedneſs, reap the 
. 16b. +9, , {ame ſorrow is the fruit of fin; -yet Job well knowing the 
. $. 26. 19. Proſperity of the wicked, and that God trietb the righteous, would 
42:7. not letgohis integrity ; Nor to jullifie them, would he lee 
his lips condemn himſelf, but made his appeal to God his 

witneſs on high, and record which is above; who interpo- 

Mark. 2. fing to moderate the Queſtion, diſcovered their fallacy and 
23. «d fi» determined they bad not Spoken of bim the thing which was 
—_ right, as did his ſrbam Job; The Jewes were ottended that 
the Diſciples plucked the ears of Corn on the Sabbath day (ap- 

pointed of God tor reft) and that \vur Saviour on that 


any . weight, buc juſtified the f-Xs by the policive duty of pre- 
ſerving mans natural life ; If the Circumſtantiils of the firſt 
Table muſt give way to the S#*ſtatials of the Second table of 
the Law; andif obediexice ro burttane, muſt give plac: to Di- 
vine command, and authority; much more muſt the off-nce of a 
44, 5 29, brother, wail to obedience to the will of God: In pleating 
men, God muſt not be difpleaſed :,every man muſt therefore 
pleaſe bis neigbbour for bis good 19 edification*. but to pleaſe a 
—__ "5* brother. by omiflion of poſitive duty { which is formal, 
fearfull iniquity) is (by finfoll ftrengchning his propha- 
. neſs, or Error) edificare in Gebennam, to. edifie both to Hell, 
A from which the Lord deliver me. Scandal is indeed an ar- 
fighted. gumevt of more weight when duly and firly' pleaded?) then' 
; to be {lighted or ſuperſicialy evaded? no! - to offend a weak 
\Rom, :25, brother, is charged as aduty: we who are” ſhong. ought to 
I, bear With the infirmities of the weak,, and not to pleaſe aur ſelves,! 
®, . les good not 16 eate or drink, , not do any thing wherety thy brother 
"* 14 is ftambled, offended of "made weak, © are Divine direQidns 
and Goſpell rules: fearfull.js the fin of a Willfutt Wome 
.4;; > YForthat itis vor onely i ſnareby which 'a Brother is entah= 
led, and laidon the rack-of4 Scrupulous confcience, atid 

| nora ee bes Soubth and by Wag 
7b of the plous-profeling ob:dience ro ' Gods "will, 
CE ee lmlle hee? Seraboniig bo: Mil 
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72ainft his own apprehentions induced by the bare en- 
lample of another, or by unchacitable cenſureing his 
brother, in what.is co him lawfall, and without his own 


| liberty and power to do, or not to do irzthis is therefore 
repreſented ta be the d:/truftinn of the work of God : againſt Km 4.20 


ehis fign our Saviour hath den>ugced a moſt fad doom , 
Whoſoever ſhall offend one of theſe litle ones, it were better for 
him a milſtone were hanged about bis neek,, and be were drown- 
ed in tthe depth of the Sea: the dread hereof hath ſeized on 
my (pirit, tn my preſent fate and Caſe, that though it be- 


come lawful}, could F without fin withdraw from publi- M4.13. 8." 


que ſolemn worſhip, in-an unfieting. order; 1 wonld on 
ſence'of Scandal dyirt, Scandall is of force, and ficly 
pleaded tu ſuperſede or condemn an a&ion in ie ſelfin- 
different, and ſo within a mans own power to do, or not 


to do-it; for or againſt vhich the conſcience may be 2W- ſcandal is 
ed by a ſeemingly religious-reaſon;- ſuch was the obſer- of force ins 
ving, or not obſerving a day, the eatiyg or not eating of things ins 
(rm kind of meates, or meates offered unto 1dols , andthe like ifirent. 


things, which itvthe Primitive Churches, and times of 
Chriſtianity,: the Apoſtles (during the hononrable 
obſequies of the expired -law , which h'd fome- 
times , and yet ſeemed, to charge them *as duty, 
or forbid themas iniquity) determined. indiffer- 
ent, and direted Scandall of the weak as the caſting 
eraine in the Zquilibrious minde of a man (fatisfyed in 
-conſcience)asto the doing, or not doing the ſame; there- 
by guiding us in all things and eaſes of thelike-nature;for 
the indifinice Ln iverlal, Ext, drinks W-4ny thingthat may Scan= 


dalize ,offend, or weaken a brother, adviſed in Rom. 14. 21, A 54+ 


; muſt: be reſtrained co this ſpecies, and things of this kind: 
. For what 15 poſitively forbidden, or commanded,muſt noc 
at any. mans pleaſure be done, or left undone: fimple ſcan- 
dal hath no ftrengch, To plead we are offended, andnotpro- 
. duce a reaſon,at leaſt ſeemingly religious,is a moſt imple 


. pleas. jeſus Chriſt -is a - fone of ſtumbling "anda Rock of 3 Þ** 2 01 


« offence. to . many; and.yet -he muſt be preached and 


pron 


(40) 
profeſſed unto bonds, and death it ſelf. Such as in my cafe pre= 
tend ſcandal and off:nce, 1 muſt adviſe and intreat to re- 
fle& theic thoughts, and take heed they do not miſtake the 
caſe, and miſtake the queſtion, and thereby take offence , 
where noneis given: I confeſs the miniſterial order and mes 
thod of publique worſhip aud prayer, is purely bumane, with- 
in the power of che Miniſters thereof, and ſo indifferent, and 
ought not to bepreſcribed or impoſed; when-it is as in our com- 
mon divine ſeryice rude, confuſed, and diſorderly, its no leſs 
Scandalons to the ſeriqus Go lly, then was the adminiſtration 
of the Sons of Eli, or confuſed acclamations: of the Ghurch at Cc 
riathz and ſuch on which if 1 out of choice, at liberty to 
enjoy a more ſerious andregular order, (according to the 


Kings gracious Ine granted in his Royal declaration. 


concerning Fccleftaftical affairs, fhould artend, T could 
not bat give offence -to fuch .as ſeek the- Simplicity of the 
Goſpell; and ſeem to them to. allow, what 1 have concluded 
oughteo be aboliſhed, and to build again-what I have endea- 
voured to deſtroy? for-extirpation of every ting which is 
evil (thongh but extrinſecall, and;in the miniſterial me- 
thod of Gods ordinances)being the extent of zcale, and duty 
of every member of the-Church to be endeavoured in bis 
place and calling, (chough however not under a ſpecial, 
ſolemn, ſacred obligation thereunto, ) ron-attendance on 
that order unto, and: by embracing of more regular admi- 
niſtration of the -ſame ordinances in Communion with 
the fameChurch, is the leaſt 45 I could do to the enfore- 
cing that end ; I cannot beleive the pious 1ſraelites would 
-have brought their Sacrifices unto the Sons of Eli (whoſe 
order made them loath the offerings of the Lord, which 
- they durſt not withebold)) if they had enjoyed other Priefts 
who would have offered more conformly to divine appoint- 
ment. But my friend, this is not my caſe or Queſtion, but 
whether ſolemn pablique Worſhip , which is my poſitive duty 
unto the ſanQification! of the Lords day and aslama 
member of Chriſts 'Catholick viſible Church, and cannot 
by reaſon of wy confinement be enjoyed withour _ 
: tendance 


* 4 * _ 
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tendance, on that Irregular ur:fuitable method, and confu« 
ſed order : may be warranrably ſuperſed'd, and omit- 
ted on this ground and reaſon, my preſence at ſuch adm'. 


| niltrations is offentive to. fome weake Brethren zealouſly 


afteted ro the ſimplicicy ofthe Goſpell, were thiſe co:= 
ruptions abliraRted from, or ozpoſed um © Gods worſhip, 
there were to me nocaſe of C.nſcience, but they are con» 
founded with ir, as the unclean veſſel, or ill favoured ca:- 
ving with my food whereby Ttive) and therein ] muſt 
profels it ſatisfieth not my cenſcience , nor ſee1.eth to 
me to be of weighr,.chat] muſt offer my ſacrifice, though 
by the loathſom order of Elies ſons, or go tothe Temple, 
thouga my way lye by the high places, or aſſemble and 
ſend up my prayer in Gods Santuary, though the Ime2e 
of jealouſre be ſet-up in it , cannor- be ſoberly. denied; 
nor ought any to be thereat offended; and I muſt needs 
reſolve inthe affirmative, for the ſuperadded vanities do 
not void Gods ordinance: nor will defe& and diſorder, 


_ (with which my private capacity is not charged) 4iſ- 


charge my poſitive d#ty ; ] am not inſenfible that {ome will 
be ready to read my. allowg8ncs of the ſame, in my attendance 
on 11, uRrto the hardning of themſelves in (in, or kin- 
dring them(ſehves in duty, concluding, Communion mm the 
ordinances iga conſent unto the order : to ſuch 1 muſt 
lay at their peril beit; this ſcandall is taken not give ; this 


' Inference is morethan the promiſes allow : the Commn- 


nioa of the Prophets, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and bis A- 
poltles, withche Churches in their time uniler theic ma- 
ny and great corrupcions, was not, nar logically could 
be interpreted, to be an argument ot counteuance,. and af= 


probation of them, or abatement of the zcale againſt them 


nar did they thereby contrad ou. themſelves the guilt thereofs 


. the ſpider which diffuſed in wine, doth vitiate- irs litb- 
\ -jJet-anchmake it deſtructive by the very aft of. Commus 


nion, doth ſpread his dirty webbs all over the Vine, and 
weeat the graves thereof, without the leaſt of doubr, 


.or danger:the Cities that ſuffer by all unfit matter in their 
; G 


publike 


[ij "ORG _— = 
publike miniftrations, attend ene gond inſtruftions, and 
aſſent unto the due propoſals, petitions, or demands, 
rudely uttered by their Recorder: nor think they them- 
feives concerned in the broken, blunt, abrupe ſtyle, or 
confuſed indigeſted method of his diſcourſe : the extrin- 
ſecal adjin&ts, and miniſterial method of Gods ordi- 
nances, is Charged on-the Afiniſters, not members of 
Gods Church :. it-may indeed add grief or pleaſure to 
the. people, but voyds ret the matter of Gods workhip,. 
or leaveth any guilt on them, who thereby receive; and 
celebrate it, but do r.ot approve the ſame : the ſpider 
may indeed (ſuck poyſon of rhe grape, and wicked men - 
may-make my duty an occafion of their iniquiry : but nei- 
cher che one nor the other giveth thereto any proper 
calualty : events, accidentalls are no argaments againſt 
my duty : theſe are not more damnable to rhem, who in- 
fer them,then they would be co me: -if 1 by reafons there- 
of decline wy duty : my own ſorrow, nor other mens ſm, 
muſt never.ſtave me off from poſitive duty : theſe ftum- 
bling ſtones and ſcandalous inferences, do, and will ever 
lye in my. way to Heaven : yea to my natural life : Chriſts 

eep muſtdeink, and may-be hurt by pudled waters : 
witho.t participation in the polluting pudling guilt on- 
ly chargeable on the Paſtors ,. and proud - of the floch, 


- none car be offended that I worfhip God, in the ſolemn 


pnblike wor&ip of his people:nor can without wounding * 


_ &heir own foul be offended that ] do itin thigordec ,(to 


me diftaſtful not to Gods worſhip deftruf&ive) until} my 
liberty doth manifeff it to be an a&-of choice, not 'of 
chance :-if/ any hence infer and enforce 'a perſecuting con- 


- firaint, "and ſay theſemen -- be compellad to that-form of ſet-- 


viee they will net ckyoſe. ] (hall grant it: but adviſe ſuch to 
fit down and'eonfider how this wifi ſound in 'Gotls eares: 
or bow themſelves will like it t@ be confined romnedean 
veſſcls, aud order, becaviſe they can but will not chuſe in ſuch 16 
cat their meat , The offence of any who are Godly will be 
'my trouble,and their fim:'burt rhe'omiffion —_ - 

ue: 


that, as a reaſon of chis, and muſt adviſe it be noc 


(43) 
but for a day will be my KR as] dare not admit 


pleaded. 
Fifthly. Let ir be conſidered in fteering this courſe, 
ufing this liberty, and holding Communion with this ve> 


ry Church, under theſe very corruptions, and by atten- This pra- 
dance on this very order of ſervice, and ſolemn pub» Ec iv nee 
like worſhip. : I am not without the caution and condut of the wi. br uc 


ſober, godly, learmad promoters, aud pmerſuers of a perfelt and 
compleat ref1r mation: the reformed Churches beyond the 


"Seas, and in Scot!zy4 obtained higher degrees of refor- 


mation, and more purity of ordinances, then did EZ 
gland ( for power and domiaien the chiefeſt reformed 
Church ) yet theſe.nevc: did difown, or decline Com- 
munion with her, nor adviſe any her Members thereua- 
to, yet they.did often rebuke-and complain of her luke- 
waim heſitation in the degrees of reformation obtained, 
and retention of thoſe corruptions which ought to have 
been expelled among our ſelves : Tindall, Hooper, Ridley, 
I atimer, Farrar, Whitaker, Cartwright, Baines, Sibbr, Pre- 
fton, Rogers, Geree, Mr. Tobn Ball, Langley, Hind, Nicholls, 
wich many others, the non-conformiſts of Lincoln, Deven, 
and Cornwall) befides thoſe of our preſent age, and yer 
contemporary with us }) all eminent Divines, aad Holy 
men, groaning under theſe retained corruptions, pray-= 
ing for, perſwading, and prefling after (unto many and 


great ſi:fferings) a progreſs in reformation, (unto the 


_ primitive p/aines and ſimplicity of Chriſts own in- 
itutzon,) yet hved unto their laft breath in conſtant 
Communion with our Church, attending Gods ordi- 
nances under theſe very diſorders and irregularities: and 


.did in many things 2dminifter according to the form then 


& now impoſed, and did difiaſt the nog-commwuniox of ſuch 
who _ out the time of publike prayer , becauſe 
preſcribed and confuſed : and by preſs and pulpit plead- 
ed againſt the ſeparations of Brown, Barrow, Tobnſon, 
Canxe, and their ——— followers, and adherents, or 

2 nO1t= 


+Nofi-communicat:ing abettors; as inferring that from the 
Anelifp 4 tgrgy wget i would nora'low;.thefe good men 
wich zea ;eproved the many Swpey/titions concinueds but 
ihlLdenied ghem tobe any ſufticient ground, tor Feparzti- 
mm; from which they ever kepe the greater diſtance, as 
{ubverting. che very foundation of the Church: and 
have plainly crodden this trad, in which we mult travel, 
purſuing the purity of worſhip in Union and Communi- 
on with che Chanreh., : 
I ſhall not fear co profeſſe, theſe good men are the pat- 
terns to me propoſed, (nexc tv the prophets, our Lord 
| Feſiis, and the Apoſtles) and cautienary boighs for the 
1idance gf my zeal for the perfeCtion of Refyrmation, a» 
| OT and x, aft che, dangerous extreains of Sz2jrſtitrons, 
diſorderly adminiſtrations of Gods ordinances, and Church. 
rendring religion, ſubverting ſepara!zon, nor am Ihcrein ſen- 
fible thatour caſe (becauſe our capacity is ſo) is differ= 
ent from theirs: onely ] wiſh it to be obſerved, the diff- 
erence 1s graduall nor Real, it lieth on the meaſtere 2nd 
moge, not'in matter and Subſtance : they were bound to en= 
deavour an extirpation of the ſame evil but not by (o 
ſtrong an obligation: They were in the infaney, we are 
in the adult eſtate of Reformation, and muſt therefore e- 
teem the puer;lia, which were their pleaſure our fhame: 
The nature and quality of the Corruptions, with the ne- 
cellity of their expulſion were by them wider diſpute,it has 
been determined, and that by an Authority ( ſometime 
reputeQJjuſt)and (whatever 1t will do in policiques) 
will in point of coaſcience yet abide a diſpute as to its 
lawfulneſs : they were entangled'in the ſnares of eddcati- 
'oh, and ninder che infenfible yoakes of unſeaſottable ſubs 
ſcriptions of approbation of , and' promiſe to alminiſtre« 
tion by this rude oxder and confuſed method : where- 
by the confcience was awed, and the: gredic of Religion 
engaged them (by aburdenfome , groaning ſpirit) to 
"bear what they didnot fee how thy could regtlatly be 
releaſed from? from all” which "we are free, and moſt 
tri&ly tyed by contrary obſigitions : bur neither they 
NOT 


mw 5} ©” TY jw CY 


nor we might out of our gy and Capacities atcempc 4 
Reformation by any (edition jn the Republique, ar fin- 
full Schiline from the Church: Nonewwomnmunion: is uo 
more warantable to us under the ſtrangeſt bands:to re- 
formation. then it was unto them- without chem: be- 
cauſe it is an evil in it ſelf : T.e nature of the (retained, 
returned ) COrruptions weretaie ſam: to them, they a'e to 
us, bur to neicher a juſtifiable reaſon for Non-communi- 
on: The adminitiration of cheſe good men in, and by 
this corru, t order, [| can better, excule, then juftifie, or 
intimate : | beleive extirpation to have been their duty 
as it is mine: and 1 (eenv how may att, (though I as a 
private member may and mutt attend, aſſent and give my 
(Amen) unto right matter, in that order and method 
witi tho's corrupt Appendants 1am bound.co extripate :, 
C Abſtinence from ation being the leaſt, and firſt a& of ex= 
tirpation ) 1n which che private Chciltian is paſſive, pure= 
ly paſhve,neceſſarily paſſive becauſe he cannot enjoy or at- 
End Gods worſkip in this iadifpenceable duty of holy 
convocation without it: TI beleive the miniſterial me- 
thod of publique worſhip: to have been ſitbjet rotheir 
udge) ent, and within their power as Minifters of the Gof- 
pel and Stewards if the mifteries of God himſelfe, full and 
foimall Judgesof che m,de and order of diſpenfation (not 
belonging to or charged onthe private metbers, ant 
obje&s thereof as to me © Tn both which reſpeXsCbelides 
that ſpecial capacity, in which Iconclude all the Mini- 
Bers of our Churcit now ſtand by that (ſpecial obligation 
which the tranſfations of providence in our unhappy 
times: brought u_ or us, and our poſterities, and (uce 
ceſjors : 1 have elſe where profeſfed C ani muſt ſtill pro- 
fe(sit, as the reſult of my moſt ſerious and deliberate 


thoughts ) I can keep Communion under that form of worſhip, Epiſtle to 
whereby I eannor adminifter and heartily ſay Amen to-the Maſter ©vFSra” 


of thoſe petitions which ave put up 11 an order ſo confuſed” pre- 
poſterous, and intlig fied; that it ſeems tome to ha ſo much be-. 


"1088 the gravity of the Chureh,, whoſe mouth 1 neuſt be, the: [eni- wen 


onſneſs of the office whereby I miniſter, theſanfity of "the, 4uty 


I am+0 perform, andthe ſac ed na! wie of the objeffto whom they * © 


a/7 


| (46) 
-xere preſented that I dare not tand between God and bis people with 
the. ſame; Þ preſume no man will or can deny wy capacity 
as a Miniſter, to differ from the capacity of a private Mem- 
ber, anc} barr we aguinf, or bind me unto, what the capaci» 
ty of a private member cf the Church doth not barr againſt 
or bind unto : nor-adminiſtration may ſubje& me to a ſul" 
pence cf my Miniftty, when non (om:71union cannot be Ware 
ranted nor excu'cd ;, the reſtraint of thai mult not run me 
upon the ſin of this: I mujt (with the pious iratlite) leave 
my ſacrifice before the Lord«(chuugh wich my fouls. abhor- 
rency of the propkane prepoſterous order of adminiftirath- 
on } when 1 dare not with vielence ſnatch the fat of the ſacri- 
fice,and ati according to 1be metbod of the ſons of Elit | maſt not 
leap oat of C hriits fold;norleave his pattuces, when terod- 
den down by others,becauſe 1 dare not prefeat his theep with 
puddled waters : in the one 1 am paſllive by other mens tin, in 
the other my aQion maketh the fin mine own : -Gods tuk- 
Rantial worſhip muſt not be flighted or refuſed, becauſe the 
finful order.ot men attend it : Strait is the gate, narrew is 
the wey which leadeth ts life : whilſt 1 flie from the fin of my 
Miniftry, 1 may be, and muſt take heed. Tbe not ſplit by flying 
into the fin of a Member of the Church : rhat guilt may be 
charged on me in the cofetiive body , which I muſt be inno- 
cent of in my peefonal capacity ; wher: the Conſtitutions of 
wen include, the righteous judgement of God will diftin- 
Exch.9.4 © guiſh and diſcriminate; all pazticufars are included in an 
.«niverſal defeion,but dont periſh by it. Ged willnot for» 
get to mark his mourners ander 1ſraels abomination? in his 
Numb. 14 worſhip, which they could not mend nor avoid : his Foſbua's 
and Ca:e's, who follow him fully,ſhall noufall ſhort of the 
Cenkd. 6, land of promiſe, though all /iracl fall in the wilderne's. 
Sixtly., Letic be confidered, my communion wich this 
, -Chucrch under theſe corruptions is not more conſonant un- 
— to the exawple of theſe good men.of our'C hurch , and the 
corrup. is carriage of other .ceformed C hucches, then unto my ſelf, 
conſonanc-who-am { and 1 hope through divine Grace ſhall be ) ſemper 
-r6 my oa dem : ever ance] knew anything of Religion, and in any 
| meaſure diſcoveredthe waycs of -God and his people, have 


grieved for, and conteſted againſt the corruptions of bis — 


but avoided, abborred, 2nd vpp-{cd ſeparation from,yea a now 
communion with it , as the much greater evil ; though pallia- 
ted with profc ſhons of pitty, and prerences of putity,to the 
ſeduRion of the ſimple : fuch as have fate uuder my mini- 
ſte:y (now clouded by a righteous God) reveiwing their 
notes, and reflecting eheir though:s on what | preached ) 
will ind a ſeries of r<bukes and admonitions againſt ſepg- 
ration and non-communion, though entic:d by men ſeemingly 
the moſt holy , and pretences unto thegreateſt purity and 
ſanRity : In the laſt Sermons that I preathed from Fobn 4. 
22. fromour Saviours praiſe and pl:ading for the Church 
of the Jews, oppoſed to the Satnaricans, affirmed, Comm 
tion with Gods Church under many £11 great cortuptions is not on- 
bv us but an indiſpenſable duty; the whichTI amplified by 

ewing the different nature of corruptiony , as nawſeons and 
venomous, prejudicial to bealth aud growtb,ordireAty deftrutive, 
as intrinſecel and vitiating to the lubjet, orextrinſecal ant! 


converſant about the ſame; notwithſtanding which rhe . 


ſubjc& remains the ſame, participation in which contraſts 
guift ( as in offering ſacritice to an{Jol ) or contrats'no 
guilc to the Communicant (eating in an amicable friend 
ſhip what fi offered to an = ſuch 9 Pzft yz3 out of a 
psſibility of ſalvation ( t'ie only ground of feparation ) -or 
xerw hf — I impofed by others, and mares fin 
not ſufficient to bar our duty : all which were applyedo 
the Popiſh adminiſtrations, nullifying Chriſts Offices and 'Or- 
dinances, and fo neceſſititing ſeparation, polluetng by par- 
ticipation : and Englands corruptions grieving God und his 
people,but preferving Gods worſhip in'the ſaubſtaneial-mac- 


ſome 8. 


ter,andeſſential form chereof, and fo no:"ſuffictent'to fupere ſme» 
ſede communion : 'If 'you look into the writings whith Cme 4. 
bear my name inthe world;you will find fepzration,becanfe years now 
of corruption,con4:maed'by reaſons, beyonJiwhar'cire moſt Pad 


ſerious Clurch-pathering Separartſts ever undetcook todh- 
ſwer, otherwife then by rage #nd reproach (the dialeft of 
refrained luſt in thar, as well at in this revolution.) * Frewd 


at. your leiſure my Betbſbemeſb clouded : Saints zeal againit * 


fraful Altars : Virtue and value of Baptiſme,wricten many years 
fince, 


fiace,and you will ſee Mr. WO, communion with the Church 
of England, is not repugnant to his judgement, more then ſes 
ven years fince declared, and in thoſe very writings lately 
publiſhed ( before and for which men have ( by Gods per- 
. milyon) brought my light under a buſhel) you thall find 
Ty 22al for Reformation coniiflent to union and communion with 
the Charrch z ngr did the torce of oppoling corruption drive 
ape (4s 7 might probably have done ) to ler fs}l avy exprefſis 
;ons in favour of ſeparation : My logical caſuillical Conteſts 
for Reformation, do yery plainly coi:demn, and proteſt a- 
&ajuſl ſchiſme and ſedition as thereunto deltruftive, parti 
cularly in my Azal:pfis ro Door G«udens Analyſis, my Argus 
ment and Koims: is thu<,concluded : Fhatſoever (ball be 
the effabliſhment in the Church, though never ſo corrupty yet whilſt 
; confaſtent with ſalvatiom, though it may occaſion to me ſuffering, and 
a '5 ence of - my:Miniſtry by Gods Grace, it ſhall not effeft on me, 
-0r [uch on wheme I hape influence, Schiſms from 1h: Church or a re» 
fitance of bis Majeſties juſt Authority; And in ay Epiſtle 
to the Lyturgicall C onliderator conſidered (in which I 


| ,and. vſ:d) is no 
PEO And. profeſſions, 
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My '200d fri:nd, Theſe things conſidered, I muſt pro- 
feſle, when ever God ſhall mollifie the hearts of men , 
into whoſe: hands he hath given my preſent liberty ; 1 ſee 
not any reaſon ( that I dare plead before the'Lord,. or 
refle& as abatre on my Conſcience ) whereupon my ſoli- 
tary Sabbaths may be ſweerned , and ipent with comfort ; 
my paſſage to the publique afſemblie and worſhip, though 
In this order, and with theſe appendants which are bur- 
denſome to my ſpiric, ſtanding open ;- and ſo my abſence 
being a voluntary a& within my own power; If any man pro- 
feſſing the fear of God, can produce any, I (hould be glad, 
for-I fear to be charged with the omiflion of Gods pub- 
lique worſhip, celebrated in Chriſt his Church , chough 
with extrinſecal corruption, and in a rude Minifteriall or- 
der, which ought to be reformed ; bur will not exciſe 
me, though.unforced , by.the offence of ſome weak bre- 
thren zealouſly aff:Red co the purity of Gods Houſe and 
Worſhip. 

I am her ini<nfble, that the Committee of diſcretion, 
will be no Icfle ready to ca'l-me foo/, for ſteering this 
courſe, than they were:for my entering the Lifts, 1n de- 
fence,.. and ento:cement of Reformation, wherein T am 
delerred by my more prudent brethren; ) for thatI here- 
by (trike off from that party, on whom my former con- 
tells cad feem tO tur me; Bur 'to them I muſt breifly 
anſwer, 1 am willin? io be wiſe 4s a ſerpent, and reſol- 
Ved to keep mY LENO CR 1-44 4 dove , lo long as theſe do 
correſpond and agre:, ] hve an heart to-lodge them, bur 
ff prandexce once obyiate or obſirut duty, or gwideinto , 
or geard fin, I fear the ſerpent begins ro wind too farre , 
an getting. 10 the head, wi:l wind inthe body , anddevour 
the dove, that fome who.have been objeAs of my oppo- 
ſition ( becauſe ſubjeRs of ſeparation ) have in my preſent 
ſufferivgs embr2ced me, and ſhewed kindneſſ: to me and 
mine , ( beyond ſonie more ſpecially charged with it , 
as their more particular duty. )-1 am very ſenſible, and 
thanktuliy acknowledge to God and them z and hope by 
| H 
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did not th defigne to charwe my tal againft what I 
ever aol wary -»y of I confeſs ic hath been a check 
to. my comforts, to conſider ,, ſome crumph in. me and 
my, ſuiferings.,. becauſe oppoſed to the ſuperfiticions and 
ophanefle, ( which they diſlike } whoagree not with- me 
1n thoſe poſitive truths ,. which 1 have aſſerted ; and will. 
be: turned in their hearts againſt me , when the ſame two- 
ed-ſword in my weak hand ,, ſhall be conſtrained to: 
arike their more civil, ſeemingly ſacred luſts ;_ The #ſarer 
livggs ; and hath the Preacher home ro dinner , when he 
preacheth againſt the prodigal profuſal ſpending drunkard; 
who will hunt and burry him out of the Pariſh when he 
ſhall preach. againſt »ſary : I cannor bur tell you a paſ- 
ſage: which here befell me ; In my cloſe confinement three 
« perſons , full of ſeeming zeal co piety and purity , 
© {umbled inco- my chamber, and ſaluted me with this 
&< (alutation, we are ftrangers to you, but in conſcience of 
© our duty are come to viſit you as a ſmſſerer for Jeſus 
Chrift; to which kind and Chriſtian ſfalutation i returned 
a ſhort admonition-that we might endeavour to wnderſtand 
the truths of the Lord Jeſus, and labony to agree in poſirives,, 
for I feared many rejoyced in my ſufferings as negative , 
and againſt what is groſſely evil, who would not embrace 
the- truths 1 did contend for ;. on which theſe perſons zeal 
boiled aver into this angry Taunt ; what [ warraxue you, 
ou: are yet for the Church of England, aud your pariſh 
Churchss.?* to which I' could not but Reply by way of 
advice ,. wot to deny the-being of the ( Freq Abs reROnNCce 
wnion and Communion with ut, becanſe of the corrnptions 
in it; but their zeal brake into rage, and railing , ethos: 
Antichriſt, wilt thou yet uphold the Beaſt. and Whore of 
Kone 2 are you Antichriſt ſti? yeh many more inyec- 
tives and exprefiions of owtrage , which provoked me to. 
ive- them this. ſhort farewell, Freinds , reconcile your 
| ok to your ſelues; am 1 a ſufferer far Chriſt , pot; yet 
eAmichrift dy you care not to viſit me, come not to vex 
as. z to all. diſſenting: fflends I. cannor but oy wap4e 
thanks. 
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thanks for all their kindnefſe, intreate them to ſtudy the 
truths of God 1 have aſſerted, and embrace not their force 
avainſt me, buragainſt both extreames z for that loye will nor 
laſt, which is founded in preſent contradiftion, without 
conſent in poſitives aſſerted ; Love the Truth,and me for the 
Truths ſaks , then ſhall ye have the comfort of loving in- 
deedandin truth ; Ic was my hope,and is my prayer,that our 
retrogradation in Reformation, would have made ſuch who 
departed from us, to refle& with ſeriouſneſle ( even unto 
Repenrance) the experienced remorce of ſeparating, and 
Church confuſion , to which Charch-gathering bath reſolved 
us; but if menharden themſelves to nphold their fin, and 
ſrengrhen their party, (tothe ucrer ſubverſion of this poor 
Church) aad izing this Nation, they muſt give leave to 
cruſt God with their /ove and kindneſſes hilt co my power I 
reſiſt their luſts ; and let them know I cannot be a Martyr of 
Faltien; I hope Icandoall chings,and ſuffer all things for 
the truth, and nothing again the truth : and muſt all my days 
purſue Reformation of Gods Ordinances in Union , and 
Communion with the Church, leaving my ſelf, principles, 
and praQtiſes to the judgment of God; knowing it is an eafie 
matter for me to be judged and misjudged by men, and yer 
abide what am , 


lij 20, A ſervant to God, his 
Ten Truth, and Church, 
H 2 Z.C. 
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For Mr- Z.C. Prifoner in the Towgx. 
DEAR BROTHER, 
0-U' cannot enoweh believe, how nuch your re- 
newed publick Communion, with we know not 
whom, in the Ordinances, which they think cannot but be 
materially corrupt,eſpecially in that place,hath griev- 
ed and alienated the hearts of the Godly ;, not only Mem- 
bers, but Miniſters : Defend it how we can, They cenſure 
it not only Impolitick, but Impious; hardning our 
Enemies, weakning our Friends, undoing your good 
Teſtimony, asd giving away the Caus Et, #t be- 
ine que, £ not #qualiter ; 4s if you ſhould Read 
ud Adminiſter the Form: They think there can be no 
Obligation of Duty, or Edification warranting the one, 
which may-not alſo juſtifie the other, The matter of Do- 
Arine, and worſhip of Prayer, ſeems to be not only the 
objecum ad quem, but alſo per quibus, whether things 
or perſons ; wherein they take it for granted, the Com- 
mon- Prayer & corrupt : As when you pray for Arch- 
. Biſhops, Biſhops,45 Miniſters of a [uperiour Degree(and 
indeed according to the new correfied Form of Ordination, 
&f the only Holy Order and” Inſtitution ) wherein: they 
are an Antichriſtian Order, &rc, Or if only the Circum= 
france of the Form were exceptionable, yet you judge th: 
* Nurſe may as-well be bound in Duty and Neceſity to give 
the Child hjs bread out of a Chamber pot as ſhe her (elf, 
er the Child feed themſelves out of it : Plead then you 
muſt neceſſity, for both or neither, and they: expect you 
ſhould do th' other too ( ſe detendendo ) or elſe ſuperſede 
this 
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this for the time to come: But if you proceed, 1perſwade 
my ſelf of that very many Brethren which areouyuluxs) in 
the reſt, you will be alone in this z, for they can with more | | 
patience brook tothe preſent, where there be perſonal cor- | 
ruptions in the Matter than where there are circumſtan- 

tial, mattrial Offences in the Form, 


Youts, Bound in your Bonds. 
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For the Reverend Mr. ÞP, E. ts be communi« 
cated 10 other ( briftian Friends, and the 
Brethren of the Mimfiry concerned in his 
Letter , as ſcandalized at my Communion 

' withthe Church,in the Order of Serwice,by 
which I cannot adminiſter. 


Good Brother, 
G< and peace abound ; yours ( no little aggravs- 


tion of mine affligion ) I received, I thereby un- 
derſtand the grief, nor only of Brethren in Chriſt:- 
axity, but in the Miniſtry ; becauſe of ( what 
you call renewed) my (Communion , with rheir (hurch ; in 
that Service by which I cannot adminiſter: and what isto 
me more greivous , their Cenſures of my a&, as impolitick, 
yea impiens, hardning onr enemies, weakning our friends , 
undoing my good teftimony , and grving away the Cauſe : 
Sirgfuch is- my eſteem of the affeCions of the godly, thac 
their grief muſt needs be mine? God is my witneſle, I de+ 
fice, ſeek, ſtudy their joy; their grieffor my duty,can only 
orieve me in by being groundleſs; whereby they wound them- 
ſelves, by wounding him whom God hath greived ; and 
that by moſt bitter words, ſharper chen Swords or Razors, 
hardning our evemies , weakying our friends , are caſily 
borne, they are events by accident; beyond the nature and 
intent of the AR7, or the intention of the Agent ; re» 
{ulting from the wickedneſſe of the one , and weakneflg 
of the other : to, deem this AQ , [rpolitick,I take not ily 
all my as and wings. have bzen ſuch intheir account; 
the Cenſures of the, Commirtee of diſcretion , are; ro me 
{a common , thar they paffe on mic as things of courſe ; 

I branding 
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branding with folly what could never be convinced of ini- 
quity ; ba impious doth fierce mine intrails, to ſhun fin 
hath been my ttudy , my ſmart ; did not piety bar my po- 
licy,..I could. fleep. in-as whole a skin as my more. prudenc 
Brerhien ; thefear of God, conſcienceof duty, provokes 
this impiougs a& ; what a Monſter of. man hath Go. made 
me 2. tmy.courſe is nothing but concradiftions., reaſonable 
byalty ; [chilmatical unity ; impiaus piety : yet this is not 
#1, an mndorng of my good teſt: mony, nd grying aivay the 
Canſe,and ſoan ApeFt ate, Ean- any thing cut r? be 
more clouding to my ſufferings 2 more deprive God of the 
Slory thereof ? it ptetceth my fon! 'to cry Lord judge be- 
tween me and Brethren, my witxeſſe © on high, my Re+ 
cord us above ; I have charity for J-bs miſerab'e-comfortere; 
they ſpake well of God , though their arguing reproved nor 
7d bor they ſpake wich a miſtaken zeal ; Ibeheve they were 
Saints againſt whom P a«/appealed; it i an caſfie thing for 
me to be judged of meu, my judgmert is of the Lord - 
The Lord frengthen my patience under this mcſt provoking 
temptation; that 1 may with ſobriety reaſon again clama- 
rous cenſorious Brethren, f 

My good Brother, where is ſobriety ? charicy? is zeal for 
purity a Moſes Serpent, to devour theſe Graces of the Spi- 
tit? Cave. 

Why is my nov attendance on ſolemn publick worthip, 
branded to be renewed communion, with you know not whom? 
if you mean this of perſons individual, truly as to the moſt 
[ know not whew , ror can I think you judge it neceſlary ; 
] cannot in my fir} communion know it in any Congrega- 
tion ; is Charch garkering become a Presbyrerial principle? 
1s it the work of every age 2. is ſeven; nor ſeventy yeats an 
age? is nn knowledge of Members a cauſe; of non commu» 
»10nF would not common charity make me know them ro 
be a ſociety of Chriſtians ? worſhippers bf the rrue'God in 
Jefus 'ChnR\, and are they nor hereby” members of the 
ChurchCatholich wifble, particularly; divided by local,cir- 
cumſcriprion ? or have we renqynee@this' principle? hes 

PP”. 3901 , . 
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the Liberty of the Tower a particular Chareh, ins Presby- 
reria! ſence as well -as Chri/t {hnrch, or Albalions Breads 
ftreet ? If I communicatein theſe, mult Inot communicare 
with 1 know not whom ? may I not hear the Goſpel preach» 
ed, ard (in calling 'on- God in the name of Chriſt, for 
things agreeable to his will) communicate with I know not 
whom > Bur why is my communion r-xewed ? I never de- 
nied; I never ceaſed from ; 1 never was cut cff from com- 
munion withthe Engtiſh Reformed Church,and its particu» 
lar Aſſea:blies: muſt Independents be verified- in the falſe 
reproach , ( wviz,) Presbyterial: Churches wire gathered 
Churches? Presbytery interrupted wasthe Church diflolved ? 
and Communion abandoned ? Cave.— We? haveciſowned, 
denied, determined fin, and-danger in theſe Notions; I 
have more chaciry than to think my ſelf out of Communis 
#9», becauſe violently debarred. from Convention with the 
Particular Aſſemblies of the Reformed Eng'iſh Church, 
God having ar length opened me a door of liberty to attend 
his folemn publick worſhip in this place z wich this Aflem- 
by, why is my/acceprance , and uſe cherzof cJamorouſly 
condemned-as an aft not only 1ypoliis kj but impioys'? do 
not. you know this is the ex:curion!'of 2 reſolution, neither 
vew nor raſh ? not new, for I thus determined, and chus pra- 
Hiſed in my youth, when piety was reproached by profane 
men, as Puritanſm, and by the Browniſts as corrupt Com- 
munyon: I thus derermyned , ard declared _ jy. ny publick. 
Mwnflery , and preaching fopReformaygona; I;rhus derer- 
mined in all my /ate diſputes ard writings ;' whilett I was 
at liberty Ithus praiſed on accidental occaſions ; I (herein 
convinced, and hereof perſwaded;) praved the liberty I now 
exjoy.,. the firſt day I was commirted priſoner. ro this place, 
and haveever ſince petitioned to epjoy It: this aR you know 
1s. nat raſh, bur the reſult of mature and deliberarechovghes, 

befides what- hath paſſed between God and mine own foul ; 
I have.heard and weighed the objeAions0f operating as well 

as, reforming brethren; and after many expoſtulations I have 

(z0u.kngw4u)- fared my Caſe of Conſcience, drawn up my 

"Ez > I 2 reaſons ; 


(6) 
reaſons, communicated them to Brethren , 2nd Chriſtian 
Friends; craveda Corfutation from more than one z prayed 
fraternal Correption, by ſolid and ſerious Argumentation g 
and profeſſed a readineſs to hear, and obey ConviAion : I 
wonder afterall thisand Nine Months time to have corre- 
ed, convinced my Judgment z 1 ſhall be cenſured for bring- 
ing it to AR, and you ſhould now call for an Apology. 

Dear Brother, How long ſhall I complain? when ſhall 1 
be known, and dealt with asa Brother ? Isic fair Play to re- 
vile, and not reprove? To condemn, and not eonfure > Witl 
you neithet convince my Conſcience, nor-be content with- 
out Cenſures, to ſee me _—_ Are you angry to be impo- 
ſed on,and yet expe&T ſhould live by an implicire Faith ; and 
foibear what is to me a poſitive Duty, on this bare Reaſon , 
The Brethren will be difjleaſed ? Lerme ſay it without Pro- 
phaneneſs or Levity, Be not wiſe evermuth t The Offence of 
Brethren hath its place and weight in my Soul ; bur muſt be 
well grounded, before it counterpoize Conſcience of poſi. 


eive, indi(penſable Duty. : : 
+  Iwellundprſiand northe Epithites which. vilifie my pre- 

fent AR, becauſe they are general, and'without Reaſon. 
Thatiris /mpolitich,, Imay notdeny I have ever been 
eftranged to, and at enmity with the Brethrens Policies and 
Fancy: If they had in ſome things been as fodliſh as filly I, 
God mighrtave had more & lory, Truth-more Serengrb, the 
Church aiere Purity and Order, my ſelf more Libetry ; their 
Comforrs Tinbyw nor, nor \will adventure” to judge : What 
Policies this A&'muſt relate unco, I know not ; unleſs, it be 
the Freagthming, and ſo jwſhfying thoſe Schiſms which 
ſupplanted, ſubverted our Reformation, by thoſe Seditions, 
Rebellions, Tveaſons, which have made it Odious, andſcands- 
lized the endeavours thereof; thar rhe mo Upright,and In- 
nocent among us, are prefſed undetir, Tf-Brethren yere 
ſenſible, That my Zealfor Reformation is reproached, repel- 
led ; and my ſelf, thus ' by theſe Schiſms; they 
would not ſurethink ic Policy r6 fivike hands with them '* or 
Inpolitick, to appear really,as wellas verbally againſt chem, 
| . Ged 
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God'knoweth I may not long ſpeak, let me ſpeak freely : 
Truly Brother, fooliſh I, think ir «que, and "equa/iter poti- 
#1ck,, for ſerious ſober Reformers, to unite with Now-commu- 
wicating, Separating, Congregational Brothyer, irvche Church- 
confounding, nullityiog princ'ples and praQtiſes :-As for our 
hte King-Killers to-cry up the COVENANT, and con= 
found the Quarrel of the Parliament, with the Good O14 
Cauſe, Confound 62. with 52. and you may reconcile 
48. to 43. andſoon return to 48. again: Agree theſe in 
Feeleſaſicks, and divide them in Civil; if you can /I wiſlyI 
could nor ſcent ſom2 Brethren '{ 6ffended at my A& ) as 
tainted already in their Civils: But I am a Fool, be it ſo; yer 
a Fools Bolt is ſoon fhor, If Presbyters will wiſely ſerve 
Gods Providence, and do his Chutch proper Service, Now it 
is their Time, and Buſineſs to witneſs Corruptions crea cul- 
tum publicum, will not watrant Nov-conmmunzoun with ſeceſ- 
ſton or ſeparation from a true Church, and ſuch I yet deem 
England: Corre&t this folly; and I may become wiſe ; till 
then, 1 will through Grace, joy ini my folly. I have obſerved 
mdced Gods, and che Kings Fools were never mary : ' But: 
truly, footiſh T, could never jud2eir good Policy, That Nows 
communion, Separation, and the Settarian Span, - ſhould 
ſhroud themſelves, and be ſheltered by Now-conformuy and 
Reformation : Hath not our dear-bought Experience tavghr 
us, That the Repute of being the Parent of theſe, hach been 
the 'Remora, and Retroverſion of that > Can we forget, how 
rheſe, when in Power, did divide, divert,-and deſttoy Refor- 
mation'; Pagatiize all England, and ptant One bundred and 
twenty gathered Churches, and thereby proclaim Entity, not 
Puruy of the Churches, was their Quartel > And ſhall we 
not now be ſo wiſe, as todiſown, and deny chem, as a Baltard 
brood: Now they aretaken as Vagratity, and whip'c up to 
Nomconformifts, as their reputed Parents? Can we ever wit» 
neſs Relation more than by theſe affe&ionate embraces in 
this day of Diſcrimination 2 O'! that my Brethrens Policy: 
were ſo wiſe, as to coniider the Duty and Neceſſity of differ- 
ing Reformation ant Separation, and tharthey CD 
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derthe Honour and Benefic of Nom conformity, proteſting, 
and praftifingagainli, Nex-communiov, in this day, when us 
Enemy doth confound anddeſiroy this for the ſake, and un-; 
der:the namerof, thar, Bur whither am I gonez, 1 mult come 
back-like 4\Foot, andtell you; I could never beat it into my, 
Brains, That ic.was good Policy to run out of an unclean dit- 
ordered Houſe, under prerence of cleanſing and regu!ating 
the ſame; My litthe will led me to. abide 1n 1t, and by a Scrub 
Beeſom of a-raproving M'nutry, ſuch 2s 1can ger, to bring 
the Duſt about ming, Ears2; 1 judge is: ptadent, filth which 
bangs ov my Cloatts, 10a ſegular endeavour to get: icout of 
my Houſe i Iam miſtaken, it ever my Houſe will cſeanſe ir, 
ſelf, 3f'I run and call all others out of ic ; Once more, and 
#[Lmy witiswafted; Iam an Irith man,and never yer-yas ſo 
wiſe z6:lic inahe F:eh', open tacold and wer, becauſe the, 
Bealis, nay only food, burjunhandſomly-dung d in'my lodge 
to Chamber? '1 haverbeen yied to Impalicicks, but am un- 
wijlingto;bebercet adviſed, Impoliuck;) That is nothing, 
Fools.coygoto Heavens but my Act is ,;mprope, This can» 
»abe enemegzwithout gogd Eyioongry it;is an high Charges 
l-ptay; wherein lies jcs -+mpiety. & This: ſegmerh contrary to: 
the 2&neral nattracf-the "A; for that is a, Religions Are, 
tendarce onthe Solemn Publick Worſhip of the true God 1# Fe- 
fs Chriſt. Irregulaticy avd D:forder may be an iniqui:y in 
the Adminiſtraces 3 Þutthax the Artendance on Gods tgrſhip 
ditor derly difper'ed; i 1p ions in Gods Pegple, my Bible ;doth: 
pot ceach;4/J6nd me, yours, for,l will por-perhifi.in any.ching 
ehac writech' 1ps-ty on my Soul ; my Chacity witt not 'a1- + 
low me to'charge them with, 'zmpery, who voluntarily. at- 
tend this Seryice,only becauſe they do; ſo; miſguided Zeal 
15 09j-al ayes 1mpromy.: 1,care not charge our fo R form; 
ers, and IM grab Ad grigns, ohave gone to 4he Shake, under! 
the Guilr, and in the yary ht of awprety ?- and yermany. of 
them weatembracing, commenying, chanting, and conch. 
ding their {3ſt Devotion avd Breath, inthe Words, and Or. 
der-of r142 4 onpmon-Praxcy,-; Gridual DefeRovill por acquir, 
their ARdion pplcty 3: If it.nom be,jit thenwas 80.74 ; 
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iwypious to ſerve God by the Commen-Prayer. Our meaſure 
of increaſed lighr, and many Obligations, may aggravate our 
perſiftance in ir, but will notalter the »a:wre of rhe AR, in 
it ſelf ;mpim, Conſcience bindeth me to be preſent, mike 
Solemn Convocation,and perſonally attend hisPublickWor- 
ſhip ; the which, when I come to ir, is by the 1impious Ad- 
miniſtrator, diſpenied in-a rude, diſorderly,irreverend Mode,, 
which maketh ic my burden, and my Soul to loath, what I 
dare not leave, becauſe it is for Matter and efjential Form che 
Lords.Ordinance: Is this an AR 1923p:0w? Ler Brethrens 
Piety work by Chatity, toevince the /mpiery; I will give 
Glory co God, andreturn; till chen, ler me proceed with- 
out Cenſure. 

You ſpecifie ſome Sequels of this mine attendance on 
$lemn Publick Worſhip, ia this Mode, and Order 3; but- they 
are ſuch, as-will not convince the ſame of :mp:ety 3 you lay, 

I hereby weaken Friends,and fxengthen Enemies: 1 pray 
you how, and wherein > The Friends and Enemies of Now- 
Communion and Separation, from the Engliſh Reformed 
Church, never came into the. Calender.of my Friends, or 
Enemies} nor-werethey evet owned by ſober Non-confor- 
miſts, conteſting for gradual Reformation: If ſuch be here- 
by ftrengthned, and weakned ;. Ibieſs God that Lhave done 
my Duty, and-that my praRice doth edifie, whilt 1am. nor 
permitted to preach. I mult confeſs, it is one. end-of, my 
Aon ; I account it mine Honour, really ro witnels again(t 
Noz-communiov,\n my very Cor flits for Reformation : Rut 
if Friends and Enemies to that Gradsal Reformation, in- 
cumbent on-our ave and hands, be: weak:d, or ſirengrhned, ic 
may. be mine. Af! oz, it is not mine [»piay 3 for this 
Event 1s by accident, not natural and gznuine z the. reſulc of 
weakneſs in the one, and wickedneſs 1n the other, who! con- 
ſider not that Non-conforming Communion, 1s an indiſpenſa« 
ble Dey , and eſlzntizl ro Church-Reformation. I muſt 
keep in-my houſe if I willcleanſe ic, though the filth inir is 
mine Annoyance: Cirqumftantial Defetts, Redundant Ap- 
pzndants, and D.ſorders,wyill not warrantably diſcharge mine 
attendance 


(64) 
4ttendinceenthe” ſubflantialy and truly exiſting worſhip” 
God : Tn this Cie, give me leave to rn. ok Ft AA | 
ind Bferhren,/you have Zeal; but or according to kmwledge, 
Fnift by Rn/dy with the Church, feek Pwtiry of Ordinans 
ces ; ant none but wilful Fools, or mad Men, will run to 
rhe Channel todrink, becauſe men- ax Sea are 2ladto drink 
Rinking water, or deny to waſh the Veſſel, or force all for 
ever ro drink m ſuch unclean Veſtels, becauſe ſome through 
neceſſitycan, and dodripk in ſuch: And yet Brother, I can- 
not bur rell you, 1 havethe'eomfort of my own Endeavours, 
to anticipate this accidental Event, by thoſe. Papers which 
I paffedinto the Ciry; with an intent to have paſſed them 
into the World , in which you have my Apology forthis A: 
_—_— to this ObjeQion, I pray God they who Rop- 
pet theft Pubſcation; whenthey might have done it, may 
teriouflyconfider the ſervice they have done the Church of 
God; Icould dono more to make ever paths to weak fert ; 
if thoſe who ſhould, would not pave it, I cannot help it; I 
am innocerit of the blood-of all men, who ftumble ar this 
Ag (in ic ſelf Jawful ) and indiſpenſably neceſſary, becauſe 
of” theſe xccidents which I havedone my part to anticipate. 
Bur you fay, I hereby #»do my good Teftimony, and prve ar 
way the Cauſe in which 1 appeared, This beareth indeed an 
Aſpe&t of -Impiety ; an Apoſtate isodious ro God and men : 
I haveever reſolved ( and may ere long prove it) to dye, ra- 
therthando'this; my Conſcience beareth me witneſs, «F 
thus ts C:mme wron'mre, yet have] not dealt falſly in the Covenant, 
Had this been obj by men who knew not Mr. Crofton, 
who never read the Writings for which he ſuffgred, it had 
been x rokrable miſtake; well may-others, when my Famili- 
ats arid Brethren ſo much 'miftake my Tef1mory,and miſread 
my (fuſe ;\ well might Thomas Tomkins corfound mewith 
out lare Uſurping Traytors, when my Fellow- Precbyters con- 
found mg with Separariſts.. I obſerve you grave my Teft1mme- 
y given, is goed 3, with it haq been owned with lefs fear 
and ſhame, I had been then more encouraged mt : But I pray 
Brother, what was it? Was it the Cane of ſeparation from , 
= or 


065) 
er Nox-communien with the Engliſh Reformed Church, bs; 
caufe corrupt, or Backſlider in its Reformation ? Have 1 been 
all this crime a Martyr for Independency ? nothing leſs ; Z- 
chary Crofton a Separatiſt from, or Non- communicane with a 
backſliding, corrupr, diſordered Church, isas great, as clearg 
Contradiftion, as Zachary Crofton a Traytor to King Charleg 
the Second : Which of the people who fate under my Mini- 
firy, will ſay, I now undo the good Teft imony I gave, and give 
away the Canſe for which I appeared ? Dol now pratice o- 
therwiſe than I bave preached > Who hath read the Books 
for which I ſuffer, and will ſay, I, by this AR, Give away the 
Cauſe, and undo my good Teſtimony? Read my Bonds, pag. 35, 
Whatever ſhall be the eſtabliſhment 1% the Church, though never 
ſo corrupr, yet mhil'ſ# conſiſtent with Salvation, thongh it may 
occaſion to me Suffering, and Suſpention of my Miniſiry, by 
Gods Grace is (hall not effeft in me Schilms from the Charch. 
Read my Fetters, pag. 49,50. This Reformation cannot juſt - 
fie the Separation; for that the Corruptions eſftabliſh:d , were 
rewer mac a ſufficient ground for Separation , ſober, ſerious 
Non-conformiſfts, who groaned under the burden of theſe { or- 
ruptions, and for this Lifrware, were grieved by, and pr:at- 
ly contended agarf this Separation, as that which — ſuf- 
ficient ground, Read again mine Epiſtl: to Mr, Firmins Ly- 
turgical Confiderator, 10 pag. 3. 1 can keep Communion un- 
der that Form of Worſhip whereby I cannot eAdminifier ; and 
I can heartily ſay Amen to the Matter of thoſe Petitions 
which are pat np i» an Order [0 confuſed, prepoſterous, and in« 
digeſted ; that it ſeemaeth to me to be ſo mu:h below the Gravi- 
ry of the ( burch, whoſe momh I muſt be; the Serjouſneſs of 
the Office whereby I adminifter, the Santtity of the Duty 1 am 
to perform, and the Sacred Niture of the Ob jeff ro winns they 
are preſented, that I dar: not f and betmeen God and his people. 
with = _=_ Lug xs Part ron Ron: Cancer, 
ing 041 trgy it ſelf x Now Nhat is. 
1 Toft mon? Whorein is ic «ndone ? Am 1nst _— 
the Cauſe in theexprefs ſtare inwhich T Racedir 7 It was 
ever iar from mine intentions tobe an Advocate, much leſs 
K 4 
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a Martyr, for Nonrcommunion and Separation: Non-Con- 
formicy and Reformation is my Canſe, hath made my Teſfti- 
kwony ; if, Tundo,or give away this /nculca me tanquam ſalons 
panes. Good Brother, read me right, and charge me 


with cApoftacy ; who drive wich all my main, my. goed: 

ffimping agamit the one, as well as the other, extream of 
Reformarion : You wound. yout ſelves , and engage Ene- 
ries* (by your Cenſures) to Clamour, and call me eAps- 
Fare + Bhr you cannot convince me, nor any that know me 
and wy Teſt: mony, that 1 am ftarted one hairs breadth from 
1 Cauſe ; this Saad praice, is the formal purſuit of 
my Conteſt ; I ntult therefore ſee very good grounds before I 
piveback.. * 7 


Having anſwered your Charge of Impolicy and Impiety,l: 
mutt conſider your ſuvgeſted Arguments againſt mine atten- 
dance on Gods Srlemn Pablick Worſhip in thu place and order : 
And truly Brother, theſe are few and obſcure, I underſtand 
them not : You ſpeak of Ordinances, which the Brethren 
think_to be mat: rially corrupt : Lean ſay no more to this, but 
only to requeſt they will ſpeak out their thoughts,and ſpecific 
the ſeeming corrupt matter,and then I'will judge concernin 
it: And > ho they come todo this, I think rhey will find,, 
Secnnde (,ogitationes ſurt meliores ; they will find it is the 
Mode, not Marter, that is corrupt. * You ſay, The Mat- 
ter of Dottrine, and worſhip of Prayer, ſeem: uh not only to be 
the objeAum ad quem” (1 think” q»o4 more proper ) bar 
pro quibus ; whether things or perſons, wherein they take ut for 
granted the Common- Prayer i corrupt. This I profeſs I under- 
tiand not ; Whardo you mean by the Matter of Doftrine, 
and worſhip of. Prajer > Are thele terms Synonimous? In-- 
tend —_ them DoFArime ſuggeſted in, and by Prayer ? Or 
= _—_ of the Common- Prager Bo, .diftin& from 

Worſhip of Prayer ? I pray you explain yourſelf, and 
thier know, Think. /o, Seemerth ſo, and: rake for granted,may 
be ſuppoſed gr for your Cenſwres , but ſignifie nothing 
20 my Convittion ; which muſt be 0n cercainty if ic a 
\ we bl what 
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what T conclude indiſpenſable Duty : Indeed your annexed 
OP _— me think, you — — of Do. 
frine ſuggeſted by Prayer ; for you ſpecifie Arch»Biſhops and 
Fr As 4 "<4 Degree of Miaiftry: and if _ 
will give me leave to tell you, you have antidated your Ob- 
jegion ; for our Books pray for none but Biſhops and Cu- 
ratcs, Of Paſtors and Curates ; (o that till the time of change 
come, I may ( notwichſtanding this Exception) continue 
my Communion ; when the new Book camerh, I may con- 
ſider the weight of this Plea z in the mean time I pray you 
reſolve me, #ill ſingle Errours preached, much leſs ſuggeſted 
in Prayer, warrant Non-communian with atrue Church, Non- 
attexdance on Goſpel-CMinmſtry , and Gods Srlemn Publick, 
Worſhip ? What meaneth, when bindeth that Rule of our 
Redeemer, Be:vareof the Leaven of the Phariſees ? I can- 
not underſtand by rake heed what you he. y ? hear nor them 
who texch for D1frines the Traditions of men, May not 4 
perſonal Diſſent be entered to a Petition, for a miltaken Ob- 
je, and ſuggelting an Errour as its Baſis? Or mult the whole 
Prayer for Matter genera'ly good, therefore be ditowned? 

This will neceſlicace, and was th: firit cauſe of S. r-formr of 

Prayer , and require that they compo ed, b:-nor only com- 
municated fratr. bus doftroribus ; but allo to every indiv » 
dual Member of the Church, who mult join in Prayer; and 

ſo Sir, we fight w2ll, to flie upon,by flying from a Conmon- 

Prayer Book. 


Y-u add, The B-erhren think mine atrtzndgnce on it 1s £447, 
if not equaliter; eAs if I ſhmildread or aiminiſter by this 
Form ; .and that there can be ad Oblig tron of Duty; or Ediſie 
cation Warranting the one, whichwmay not al's juſt+þe the other. 
Tothis I ay, Th-»k, /» will not convince ; but of ſuch who 
chus think, | weuldenquire, Is the common (tate of a Chri- 
lian, different from che ſpecia] fare of aMnitier? And © 
the. Capacities; Nuries, und Obligations of: each, difierent 3: 
ſo that the one may. be - c-minned, while the other doth ceaſe, - 
The one may, and mult be afted, when che other is arreſt 
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feperſ:ded, coviokmiy barred; if men of powerin the 
_—__ wthl- Ire ans. we for the one, doth it rpſo fatt», 
de{obarge hev-? Doour difcapacitered Common 
Councel«men ceaſe w be C:wers > Or bethey nor bound ro 
mcatmoheir Relation, and participate or communicate inthe 
commongoud of the City, under whet ( they judge to be ) 
therdderanuidchſordered Government thereof > I db not be- 
lieverh>Oi-rgartowof my Mimſtyy to be £qur, or 49144- 
irrey, receflitous and extenhve with that of Chriſtianity. 1 
muli be, and aX asa (hrrH#ian, when thoſe conditions are 
required from menhich I cannot yteld, and without which I 
may. not be permirred to aft as # Hine ; and thoſe con- 
dittons wilt not difchargerhe Dunes of the one; nor bar the 
Exerciſe of them which do bar the orher. I a Miniſter, fland 
ina gexeral and ſpecial Relation co the Church, and am 
charged with Duties proper and peculierro each of thefe. I 
may be finfully impoſed on, and reſtrained from my {þecial, 
by choſe chings which wilt-nor bar the Duties of my general 
Relation and Crpacty : Þ concave Ailminſt/atron of 
Gods Worthip, is much different. from: Atrendavce on Gods 
Worthip ; andI ſtand bound to the laſt, when I am ( juſtly 
er unjuſtly) barred from the firſt, Ab:athar, andthe [do- 
latrous Pri:ſts, were not barred from ſerving God with the 
Church, when chruſt from ſerving in the Prieſts Office, In 
my general Relation, as a Member of the Church-, I ftand 
charged, and am capacitated co judge the Matter, ad eften« 
tial Form of Gods Worſhip; afſenc to which, is mine only AR : 
But in my ſpecial Relation, as a finifter, T ({and/alfo charg. 
ed, and am capacitared to judgeetie Ain;terial Fode, and 
humane Order by which Gods Worſhip is celebrated ; and if 
herein I be impoſed on, andthacby-an Order rude,irreverend, 
and unſurable ro Godz his Churcti, or Worſhip ; which right 
Reaſon, much leſs true Religion, will-not aflow me to re- 
ceive; I am interrupredin my —_— Office, the For- 
mality of which it, fs id'mar to Mods, i Inſtieations ,' 
whereby aw intercoutfe is: mameeined between God: xng 
mes ; ſuch impoſition I judge tobe: « — 
rial 
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fterial Office and Antherity 5 not to be offered by others, or 
admitted by my ſelf, withour great iniquity , and if ir there- 
fore be enforced by violence, that I muſt be reftrained from 
my Munſterial Modification of Gods Ordinances accord- 
ing to mine Office, and Miniſterial Gifts received ; or I may 
not be permitted to Miniſter, I yer land in my Relation, asa 
Member of the Chirch, bound ro communicate ; The 
Miniſterial Mode impoſed, and ſinfully received ( by 
ſuch as ſubjugate their Miniſtry ) not wnating\ the Sub. 
je# , or nullifying the Ordinances of God ; will nor war- 
rant my Non-attendance on them : Ir 1s not equally necefſi- 
tous and obliging, thatI aSpeaker, pronounce a wild in- 
digeſted Speech , full of Incongruities, Non-ſenſe, and 
Soleciſms (from which a found mind doth bar me ) as 
that I join and concur in the' Subſtantials chereof with 
the Aſſemblies, ſo asking common and certain good 
things, 


I may nor caſt off my general Relation, wherein I am 
purely paſſive, becauſe thoſe things' are ro be perſonally 
2&ed-in my ſpecial Relation and Capacity, which T can- 


"not wkhout fin conſent ro do, and therefore muſt Rand 


fliil. I cannot beat ir into- my Brains, that it is eqze , 
of eqweliter to attend, and give' an Aſfent unto the 
Matter prayed, as to utter, pronounce, and expteſs the 
raw, rude, and diſord:rly Sperch of the Speaker : Or that 
the Neceſſity or Obligetion of the” whole Houſe, in this 
general Order co preſent ir ſelf before his Majeſty, which 
will-and doth warrant the one, may juſtihe che other, 


' the Spexkers Speech is: ofren cenſured, whenthe Commoas 


concerned in it are commended and juſtified. 


But Sir, Rather than not enforce this Fancy, you will 
knock me or the Head with a Chamber-pot 3 you urge my 
neceſſity to-Communion, ro bz the ſame to Minittrat- 
on, end- rell me; / jnder the Nayſe is bound in Duty 
ant Necefflry to give the Ehild bis bread ( tis milk had 


been 


'(20) 
b2cn.more proper.) one of a Chamber-pot, ar ſhe her ſelf; 
or the Child it ſelf out of - it : An homely Simile, buctin 
a ſtarving Neceſſity, 1 do judge {0 ; bur I Judye Smiles 
do not .currere quatnor pedibus , there 1s no aptitude in 
this co my Caſe, that Neceſſity will conſtrain me to take 
my Meat 1n an unclean Veſlel ; which will not conſtrain 
me td, give it in that Veſſel to another. I ſuppoſe your 
Nurſe 1s poor,, who hath no other Veſſel but a Chame 
ber-p't ;.yer I muſt ſuppoſe her a good: Hulwife capacita» 
red to make it clean - But it her Syperiours have ftrip- 
ped her of all ocher, and will bar her from her clean- 
fing this, I ſuppoſe ſhe is not bound to play the Natſe, 
and feed others, though ſhe muſt thus feed her (elf; if 
fileby Parents, will have ſuch Nurſes, or nore, I hope tis 
in My poyer to be, none of them, I am not bound to it, 
I am by Nature Found to deny u ; and yerT muſt main»: 
tain-mine own being as well as | can: If the being of 
CEriſtianity depend upon my perſonal Muiftry, as my 
being, Or appearing 4 (chriſtian, doth on my Communion 
with che Church. viſible, your Inferencz might be of ſome 
force, but: this it doth not : That therefore you may un- 

derſftand the difference, keep co fimilitudes more apt : 

The King hath Decreed,- All the Cicizzns thall each Month 

preſent their Petitions. by a joint Aſſent co the Expref-. 
ſions of a Speaker ; the Governouts of this City dcireR* a. 
courſe, by. which to deſign different Speakers, they. con-- 
ſulr Matter to be ſpoken, and the Mode of ſpeaking, 

the firſt is good, and allowed; . the ſecond is rude, and 

diſordered ; the Speakers can better expreſs the deſired 

Matter, but ſhall nor bz -permicred ;. are they eqve, or 

49#aliter, ob.iged te ſpeak in this Aſoge, as to attend 

this Afſembly, and give Aﬀent to this common good 

Matter nary expreſſed by others > Not ſpeaking in this 

Mode, they iſe che Honour and Advantages of the Speak..' 
ers ; but ,not atcendivg, or: afſenting to, the Matter, they: 
loſe the bencfit and being of Cicizens ;. are theſe, equally 
to be embraced and purſued ? They are boundin the one 
perſonally 


(71) 
perſonally ro- Hf,,and denying to ſubjugate their Jadics- 


aw rationale, to the rude Preſcriptions of others , they 
are. barred from ir ; bat reſolved into the common ſtate, . 
in which, aſſent ro the Matter is their only AR, being 
wholly and purely paſſive in the preſcribed and impoſed 
Form and Mode of expreſſion; in your Chamber-por Cale, 
you ſuppoſe Chrift:anity todepend on my perſonal Min- 
ftry ( which my Relation as a Nutſe doth renounce) and 
then indeed your Inference may be. cogent ;. for then your 
{hanber-pot 'will fquare wich ds Aorw'ins, Fools ( oat; 
but in my more ſurable and ſociable Caſe, I am bound to 
attendaice when, and where 1 am not boand to admin 
ſter : The Necellity of Ciry-Interet and Relation, doth 
bind me to attexaaxce, and afſeat to City- Petitions ; but 
not to the Duty. and Dignity of a Speaker, berween the 
King and ihe Ciry, from which I am 'barred by the irr4 
tional 1mp1/ition of an irregular, undue Mode of expreſſi- 
on, in which I mult perſonally aR, by a ſuſpenſe of my 
Tudicium rationale, which I am bound to- a& in thig 
more, and. beyond what I muſt judge in my more common 


Capacity. 


Now Sir, I muft tell you, .I know not whom you 1n- 
rend by the Brethren, 'who are ova Jux9},.n the reſt ; ſure 
I am, they are not Congregationallifts, who have no little 
blaſphemed the COVENANT, by their late Pro- 
feſkons for ir, and by their . Martyrs pretences to it, as 
che Bond of their moſt barbarous, pernicious Treaſans and 
Impieties ; which ny themſelves lighted as an A1- 
muanach out of Date, and prophanely, , blaſphemouſly vio- 
Jared before they could, of did conſult and perperrate the 
ſame : I cannot ſuppoſe them to be rhe Brethren, for 
the late fpecrficel Difference, whoſe Policy propourided an 
incerpreration of the (OVENeANT, contrary to 
the literal ſenſe, .and Grammatical Corſtru&ion thereof ; 
from whom , and which you” know, I was: d\izovxge; ic 
bath been mine unhappineſs, 'that few of the Brerbren 


have 


(73) 
hav: becn-ovudwxel in the preſent congernments of Re- 
formation ; nor could I expe& it, whiltI could not be 
heard ro ſpeak ; nor was worth reading when I had 
written, , 


. Again, 1 muſt ce}l you that it is my Grief to obſerve 
that many are ovu-luyo} in Negatives, who are, and are 
reſolved tro be d\luyoi tn Poſitives : Theſe agree with 
me in, and againk rhe-Diſorders whichſhould »or 6:, but 
diflent from me in - that Order- which ſhould be 1n the 
Church: They conſem, when I fay, Mrmfters muſt not 
60%forms ; but underfiand me not, or afficm me Antichri- 
fan, when I ſay, Mombers wiſh communicate, They 
own me as Zex/ous, when I cry to the ſons of Flr, Tex 
do wickedly, thus rudely to Adminiſter ; but diſown me 
as impious, when 1-cell- /racl, You mmſt bring jour - 
ferings to the Lurd, though by reaſon of the profane Prieſts, 
and rude Adminiſtration thereof, your Soul doth lbath them, 
eſhey like me well, and cry me vp, when I ſay, The 
Image of Jealonſie provoketh God, wid hath brought him 
down from his Mercy-ſeat, to the Threſhold of T em- 
ple; bur look a ſquint, and cry down, when Irell them, 
1 will follow, not go before God, Ifrael muſt know , and 
appear in the Temple as Gods houſe , though he be at the 
T breſhold ready to depart , but not yet gone, How long 
ſhall we repreſent - the Spirit of Reformation, to be a 
Spirit' of 'Contyadifiion ? and verific that odious Scandal , 
That Now-conformilts condemn every thing , but cannot 
tell what they would have. 1 have obſcrved new light is 
only reprehenfive , but true fight ts alſo diſcretive and 


direftrvec 


Good Brother, Deſire ſuch who in this are duo {uo}, 
to caſt an eye on -that Trat (almoſt fot in our lace 
Confutions ) which Cartwright, Geree, Hilderſham, Dod, 
Bal, Hind, itholls, Langley, &d' tread out , -between 
the Conformity #hew- ( is now F tequred ; and the Noy.. 


COmmuntey 


. 


(73) 


Communion by the Browniſts,- and Semſ-paratiſts then 28 
now preſled, praQtiſed, and conteſted for, with more re- 
viling Cenſures, than convincing Reaſons. 


I wiſh all thoſe AroJuxo} Brethren, would ſeriouſly 
Audy the Nature of Separation and Non-communion , and 
oblerve the quality and quantity of Corruptions , which 
all who' have written on that Subje&, have concluded 
may be in a Chutch, before they conſtitute a warrarta- 
ble (anſe of Separation, or Non-communion, IT have -not 
met with any who would not allow, yea, require Com- 
munion as a Duty with a Church whoſe Miniſters are vi/e, 
Members wicked, Miniſtration rude and diſorderly, Cen- 
ſures wanting, Or warding againſt the pow:r of Go1{l-weſs; 
Worſhip polinted, and in which /dolatry is practiſed, bur 
conjun& with Gods true Worſhip ; their Altars Randing 
by Gods Altar; their Pott by his Poſt ; their Groves and 
high Places, 1» his holy Mountain, ntar nnto his wry Tery- 
le, I will not in theſe Caſes except Corton, or H oker, 
by whoſe Principles ( the being of the Church admitted ) 

I will be bound to defend my preſent Pratice. 


Good Brother, Remember, Conſider our diff:rence 
from the former ſtate of theſe holy men is Gyadual, not 
Real ; the Dwty or Impicty was in nature the ſame to 
them, .che meaſure and aggravation 1s more to us: They 
indeed aRed beyond what I can allow, and in what 1 
can betrer excuſe, than juſtthe chem ; bur their Argu- 
ments for -Comnynion, are armed with Religious Reaſon, 
beyond what can be reſiſted. 


If now, 1 ans left alone ( for I muſt yer proceed ) I 
ſhall only note paxctcy of Profeſſors, 1s attendant on all 
Criticiſms of Chriſtiampy, Rrait is the Gate, Foſhva and 
Caleb muſt follow God throwghly, wot turning to the right 
or left hand, Gods Worſhip, diſordei*d in 1s Miniſtra- 
tiow and Mode, I attend with Grief; but the Corrunt:ins 

L b:ing 
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bang extriyſerat, my vittating the Sabjeft, under which 
Gods Worlthip s for Mitrnr and conſturutive Forms big: 
own, 1 dare not Jeave ir, I dare not but attend its vio- | 
lent Reſtraint removed, | have no ground of Faith in ne- 
ole&t hereof, © expedt ſpecial Grate or Preſence g I can- 
hoc with Confidence? appeal to God, wich Lord, Thor wilt 
have Me ef, mt S:erifice. As a common Chrittian, Tam | 
charved to j8dfe the Maney ; as aMinitſter, che fore and 
Order of Gods Worſh p,, wheh it 15 conviticingly demon. 
rated, that theſe x4wo are £4m2, or 49u4litcy , neteſſitors 
and eb/iging, I thail either (orform, or ceaſe to Commu» 
wicate; Uli then, 1 pay you Brethren, receive my Pratice 
as a Comment on. my Canſe and Teſti dsy ; and give me 
leave Without your Cenſures ( provoking, jullifying: rhe 
Clamours of the wicked ) to walk with my Godin Com- 
munion with his Church vifble, conform to the: rome» 


manding Diflates of my Conſcience 5 This is the Deſire of, 
Sir , | 


Your Brether, 
Coftant to Gady ' 


And his" Covenant. 


Zaewaky CROFTON; : 


[ —— 


x | "I\T\ 


i . + 3 

' A , 'vC AA | #+ oy A FY 
45 E I N I S: > 3.9.5 GY 

> _ Q » IU © \z> XD 
' » 


" 
. 


